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the change in direction of a wave due to a change in speed 
when it crosses a boundary at an angle

angle between the refracted 
ray and the normal line

into Fast -> bend Away, into Slow -> bend Towards

inverse - as 'n' increases, speed decreases

ratio of speed of light in a vacuum to speed of light in a substance

n c v

index of refraction 
(optical density)

speed of light 
in a vacuum

speed of light in a 
medium
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no - they have the same index

it will change speed (and therefor refract) a lot

it will not change speed or refract) much

average frequency of visible light - each frequency has a slightly different index

Low to High - bends toward normal

High to Low - bends away from normal


