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Course Description

English 9 is a survey class that will teach you the academic conventions of critical writing, reading, and thinking and to introduce you to the foundations of literary analysis. You will be expected to master writing assignments in an expository essay, a personal narrative, an imaginative narrative and a research project. In the second term, you will focus on literary analysis and poetry. Grammar and vocabulary as well as reading strategies will be taught throughout the course with activities to reinforce these essential skills. 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Kate Tierney
Email: tierney_k@4j.lane.edu
Course website: http://blogs.4j.lane.edu/tierney_k
Phone: 790-6600
Office Hours: 8:00AM-8:50AM, 3:22PM-4:00PM in B28

REQUIRED MATERIALS

Please purchase and come to class prepared with:
    
- a composition book or equivalent journal dedicated ONLY to English 9
 
- pens with blue or black ink
  
- a flash drive or memory stick 

REQUIRED TEXTS

The Language of Literature. McDougall Littell, 2000
Night by Elie Weisel
The Odyssey by Homer
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie
“The Sin Eaters” by Sherman Alexie
“Romeo and Juliet” by William Shakespeare
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros*
Various poems, songs, episodes of This American Life 

*possibly, but not definitely

STANDARDS FOR WRITTEN WORK

All formal essays must be typed, double-spaced, in black ink, 12 pt. Times (or similar) font, in MLA format. Any informal writing assignments, including journals, should be completed in pen. No torn pages or fringed edges will be accepted.
GRADING

	Assignment Type
	Percent of Total Grade

	Participation/Journals
	15%

	Expository Essay
	10%

	Imaginative Narrative
	10%

	Personal Narrative
	20%

	Research/Powerpoint
	5%

	Classwork/Quizzes
	40%


BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS AND CLASSROOM CONDUCT

Be prepared. Respect each other. Respect your instructor. Respect academia.  Communicate with me so that I can help you succeed. Try. 

Cell phones have no place in the classroom and, if discovered, will be confiscated and held until after school.  Mp3 players may occasionally be used if you are working independently on writing. Food, gum, and candy are not permitted in the classroom. Drinks must have a screw-top lid in order to be allowed. 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarized writing is theft; evidence thereof will be met with severe consequences including loss of trust, the erosion of a positive learning environment, denial of credit, an administrative referral and increased scrutiny regarding all typed work. 

ATTENDANCE

Come to class. You can’t succeed in class if you don’t show up. You can’t succeed in life if you fail to even be present in the places where you are expected. Your ability to read, write, speak, and communicate cannot be measured, and you cannot learn how to improve those abilities if you aren’t here. With that in mind, please note that your credit will be reduced if you miss eight classes and still earn a D or better.

If you miss class, it is your responsibility to make up any work. Late work will not be accepted unless you’ve discussed it with me before the due date. E-mail is an acceptable way to turn in assignments; however, you are responsible for bringing a hard (printed) copy the following day.
EXTRA CREDIT AND BATHROOM POLICY

You will receive five passes at the beginning of the semester to use throughout your time in my class. At the end of the semester, any unused passes may be turned in for extra credit. You may also use a pass to excuse a tardy if you are less than ten minutes late to class. 
NOTE TO PARENTS

Some of the course material deals with subjects that may be disturbing or challenging. Please review the information and course content and contact me with any concerns. 
	
	Tierney
	

	
	
	



