Parable of the Sower

Chapters 1-3
1. In what year does the book begin? 

2. What condition does the narrator have? What does this mean for her—how does this set her apart from other people? 

3. Describe Lauren’s family. 

4. Describe the world outside of the walled suburb of Robledo. 
5. What kind of technology exists in the world? What kind of technology do people rely on? Why is it this way?

6. Why does Lauren think Mrs. Sims shot herself? What do you think?

7. At the end of chapter 3, Lauren questions what is adequate housing. What do you think is adequate housing?

Chapters 4-9: 2029

8. Describe how fire was used against the neighborhood.

9. How effective are the police? Why/how did it get this way? 

10. Describe Lauren’s attitude toward guns. 

11. When Lauren shoots the dog at the end of chapter 4, Curtis Talcott reacts in an unusual way. Why is it strange that Lauren would shoot the dog so easily? 

12. What happened to Amy Dunn? How does this affect Lauren? 

13. What diseases are spreading? What does this indicate about the health care system in 2025? 

14. How does Lauren begin to prepare herself to live completely apart from society? 

15. What does this indicate about what she foresees happening in the near future? 

16. How does Lauren’s father react when he discovers what she has been doing? Why?

17. In chapter 6, what do the thieves steal from Lauren’s neighborhood? What does she think this means about the outside world? 

18. What is in Lauren’s “grab and run” pack? 

19. Why doesn’t Lauren’s father consider leaving? 
20. Explain why Lauren feels that Bianca’s pregnancy is bad. What are the consequences of other pregnancies that have occurred in the community?

21. What happened to Lauren’s brother, Keith, when he went outside the walls of the neighborhood?

22. Why was it a mistake to give Keith his birthday present? 

23. The second time Keith leaves to go out beyond the walls of the community, in what condition does he come back? 

24. What do you think Keith is doing in order to get money? Do you think this is a good or bad decision? 

25. Describe Keith and Lauren’s father’s parenting style. Why does Lauren defend him?

