Poetry Packet

English 10

Your assignment: Over the course of the next few days, you will write and polish a minimum of five poems. Choose from the ten suggestions below to generate ideas and topics for your poetry. If you find one type of poetry that works for you, you may repeat it no more than two times. That means that you may use 2-5 of the following suggestions to create a total of (at minimum) five poems. 
1. Memory Poem 

Try to write a free verse “memory poem” of your own. Begin with a feeling, image or event in the present that triggers a flashback to an earlier version of  yourself. Perhaps you can the poem around an action like swimming, running, dancing, playing in the rain, driving a car, etc. 

2. Formula Poem

One way to structure a poem is in a familiar formula, in which cataloging or listing of directions or ingredients gives the material focus, a limit, and—if some degree of parallel grammatical structure is used—a basic rhythm. Allow your imagination to take over and alter the proportions of a recipe, for example to provide the recipe for love, hate, ambition, success, etc. How are you feeling right now? Can you devise a recipe for that feeling? 

Start with a familiar formula: recipe, directions, how a bill becomes a law or any other familiar process. Turn something concrete into something abstract. 

3. Ritual Poem

Ritual poems are closely related to formula poems but have more to do with behavior patterns outside those of language or literature. The job of a ritual poem is to discover or assess the feeling and meaning in patterned behavior. Because ritual implies order, structure, and a sense of inevitability, poems that deal with ritual have a ready-made attraction for a formalist poet. 
You can write a formula poem about a sport, a wedding, a holiday meal, going to the grocery store, studying, or a typical school day. 

4. List Poem 

Inventories and lists are useful ways to brainstorm for a poem and good journal exercises. More than that, however, many successful poems are little more than well selected lists ordered and phrased for maximum effect. Lists are forms of analysis and classification; as such, they can help us come to terms with large subjects or issues without resorting to abstract language or generality. 
Lists can be narrowly restricted: things in the pantry, in a bureau drawer, on a desk, in a supermarket, in a wallet or pocketbook. Many lists lead to poems that gain their strength not only from the selection but also from careful decisions about which arrangement of items is most telling. Often successful poems are constructed out of lists that contain items at once literal and figurative, or that mix the two together. 

Anaphora is a device connected with formulas, rituals, and lists. It is the repetition of a word or words at the beginning of lines. 

5. Dramatic Poems/ Character Poem

A dramatic poem comes in two major types. One is the soliloquy, in which a character speaks (or thinks out loud) to no one in particular. The other type, dramatic monologue, imagines a full dramatic scene in which the occasion for the utterance is clear. In such poems, we can usually sense that a particular listener is intended, as in a play. 

Dramatic poems can also feature multiple speakers either having a conversation with one another (as in the poem on your test, Incident in a Rose Garden by Donald Justice) in order to illustrate a situation or personify how an abstract concept influences or interacts with the concrete world. 
6. Epistolary Poem

Epistolary poems, that is, poems written in the form of letters, can be voiced through invented characters or they can be modes of expression for very personal material. 

You can try to write an epistolary poem that 

· reviews your qualifications for an imaginary job

· describes the highlights of a trip

· asks forgiveness from someone you’ve betrayed, insulted or somehow brought suffering to

· admits that you might have been wrong about something

· admits your fondness for chocolate, a hoodie, your favorite pen, etc., a certain person in your second period class, etc.

7. Wordplay Poem
Wordplay poems are generated by inspiration of words in themselves or through language experiments. The idea is to surprise yourself, expand your vocabulary, and discover the full denotative and connotative power of individual words and words in combination. 

· Build a short list of consecutive entries in the dictionary. Study the meanings, include the etymologies, of each. Use all of the words in a poem, paying attention to both sound, sense, and intriguing nonsense. A possible list, if you need one: delight, delineate, deliquesce, delirium, deliver, dell, Delphic, delphinium, delta, delude, deluge, delve, demagogue, demand.
· Make a separate list of nouns, adjectives, and verbs. For example, list nouns that have to do with furniture, verbs that have to do with sports, adjectives that have to do with taste. Now shake them up and see what happens when you put them together.

8. Synesthetic Poem

Synesthesia is the mixing of senses, or the describing of one sense in terms of another. It is a natural phenomenon of thought and language to experience one sense in terms of another. For example, you may describe a person’s clothes or hair as “loud” or a smile as “sweet.” Write a poem in which you describe the tastes of music, the feel of colors, the sound of smells, or the smell of touch. 

9. Picture Poem

Use a painting, sculpture or photograph that you admire as the inspiration for a poem. Try to capture in language the energy, technique, and vision of life that the artwork has to offer. 

10. Found Poem

When nothing else works, pushing someone else’s language around can be fun. It can be revealing too. Here are some things you can do:

· Look for ready-made poetry in your everyday reading. Bulletin boards are good places to look. After you have selected a few of these found poems and copied them, take some notes on what qualities of expression make them seem poetic. Some possibilities: advertising copy, operating manuals for various products, weekly school lunch menus, announcements in the paper, junk email, etc. The language of astrology columns is, in some ways, remarkably poetic. 
· Cut and paste! Take part of a newspaper or magazine and cut it into thirds or halves. Rearrange the strips of type and look for vivid passages. Line them up differently, use parts of one sentence attached to another. Be creative!

· Photocopy a solid page of print from a book, newspaper or magazine. Working with masking tape or white out or paint, splotch up the page and see what remains. Use those words in a poem. 

· Highlight your favorite words on a particular page. Connect those words together in poetry. 

Examples

Father

Hillary Tham

1.

It was better than carnival day to see 

you, the heroine in the opera, slender
in a gown of sequined silk, diamond

pins in your elaborate wig, your hands

arcing in grace-lineated gestures

as you voice stroked and stretched, 

fish glistening upstream

against the roaring of cymbals.

Older, your waist thickened,

you played the hero, strode high

over invisible doorsills, rode unseen horses.

made invisible cities fall

with serpentine ripplings of flags while drums
pounded through my ears and my blood.

Later, you played the saxophone in the band. 

I knew you could do anything.

2. 

My first memory is you, playing

with me and Sister who died.

You sloped a plywood board,

conjured Monte Carlo’s Grand Prix

for our little lead cars.

You were commentator and sound effects

and we were squeals and admiration.

3. 

Those were the rain days in our growing season,

and rare. You sowed and followed 

the freedom of butterflies, abandoned us

for flights with beautiful women.

Returning for the harvest, you are surprised

there are blackbirds in your ricefield. 

Soap Opera

Baron Wormser

If each witless age creates an image of itself

Ours is of a woman crying for help

Amid a crowd of well-groomed friends.

She is hysterical, tormented, saddened, upset.

In a few minutes she will be better

And stay that was until she cries again.

It was nothing that made her cry.

Ralph had told Joan that Billy might die.

She looks at us though harsh light

That jumps off the linoleum and glass.

She is crying again and has locked the door.

She is not ugly or stupid or poor.

That’s why she cries like this.

No one has told her what to do,

And she is forced to always look for clues,

To check the way adolescents dress and swear,

To listen to commentators

And remember the news.

She has opened the door.

Tom looks at her and smiles.

They kiss. It might be reconciliation

Or tenderness or thoughtless urge.

Adroit music surges over the throw rugs

And well-waxed tiles. We are convinced.

Happiness is the best of styles. 

