Study Questions

Ch. 1
1. Who are the first two characters to appear in the story?
2. What do Ralph and Piggy find in the small lagoon?
3. How does Ralph summon the others?
4. Who is elected chief?
5. For what purpose does Jack Merridew want his choir used?
6. What assignment does Ralph give Piggy instead of allowing him to join the exploration expedition?
7. Who does Ralph select to accompany him on the expedition?
8. What weapon does Jack possess?
9. What does Simon call the strange bushes they find?
10. Why does the piglet trapped in the creeper vines escape?
Ch. 2
1. Where does Ralph get the idea for using the conch to speak?
2. Why is Jack so enthusiastic about the possibility of creating rules?
3. Which boy pessimistically introduces the reality that they may never be rescued?
4. Who first mentions “the beastie”?
5. Who is the last to join the boys on the mountain to make a fire?
6. How do the boys start the fire?
7. How does the fire become uncontrollable?
8. Who defends Piggy from Jack for not helping with the fire?
9. How does Piggy first notice a boy is missing, even though he doesn’t know his name?
Ch.3 

1. What sort of weapon is Jack using to hunt pigs?
2. How does Jack know there is a pig in the creepers ahead of him?
3. How are the boys collecting drinking water?
4. Who helps Ralph with the hut building?
5. How many huts have the boys managed to build?
6. What does Jack claim to feel behind him when he hunts?
7. What does Jack suggest will make him a better hunter?
8. Which boy does Jack view as odd?
9. Where does Simon go in the jungle?
10. When do the candle-buds that Simon sees bloom?
Ch. 4
1. Which three littluns are playing on the beach as the chapter opens?
2. Who destroys the littluns’ sandcastles?
3. What does Roger do to cruelly bother Henry?

4. What substances and colors does Jack use to paint his face?
5. What item does Piggy suggest they build with a stick?
6. What does Ralph spot on the horizon?
7. Why is the signal fire out?
8. What violence does Jack commit toward Piggy?
9. How did the hunters kill the pig?
10. Who gives Piggy meat despite Jack’s objection?

Ch.5 
1. What time of day does Ralph unwisely choose for this assembly?
2. Which matters does Ralph intend to address and solve?
3. Who first speaks of the beast in the jungle?
4. Who first introduces the notion that the beast comes from the sea?
5. Which of the boys is the first to denounce the power of the conch?
6. Who does Ralph chastise for wandering in the jungle at night?
7. Which of the boys suggests that the beast could be from the sea because all the
creatures in the sea haven’t been found yet?
Ch. 6

1. What is the beast from the air?

2. Who first sees the Beast from the air?

3. Give two examples of how the description of the beast is untrue.

4. When Jack speaks without using the conch, what has happened (symbolically)?

5. What does Ralph continue to focus on, that the others seem to think of very little?

6. “However Simon thought of the beast, there rose before his inward sight the picture of a human at once heroic and sick.” Within this quote, what theme does Simon continue to stand for or express?

7. Why do the boys decide to look for the Beast at the castle-like formation?

8. Why does Ralph go first?

9. Why does Jack say he joins Ralph in the search?

10. While Ralph wants to go to the mountain, what is it that the other boys want to do?

11. Why does Ralph become angry with Jack and his followers?

Ch. 7

1. Why is Ralph frustrated with his appearance as the chapter begins?What would he like to be able to do?

2. How do the other boys seem to react to the same thing happening to them?

3. What did Simon believe would happen to Ralph?

4. At this point, what contrast is presented by Ralph’s daydream?

5. How does Ralph get caught up in the irrational lust to injure and kill?

6. What began to happen as the boys played the “hunting game” with Robert acting as a pig?

7. Why is it especially horrific and savage when Robert says, “You want a real pig . . . because you’ve got to kill him” and Jack replies, “Use a littlun”?

8. Which of the boys is willing to go back to tell Piggy of their late arrival?

9. Later, Ralph asks Jack why he hates him. However, Ralph already knows and sensed the “rising antagonism.” What does Ralph realize that Jack resents?

10. Which three boys go to explore the mountain?

11. Explain what the beast looked like.

12. Why do you suppose the author lets the reader know at the outset that it is the pilot and his parachute, not a beast that the boys find?  

Ch. 8

1. How does Jack view the hunters? How does Ralph view them?

2. After Jack calls a meeting, why does he end up leaving the group?

3. With the beast looming on the mountain, what does Simon suggest the boys do?

4. Instead of climbing the mountain, what “obvious” idea does Piggy suggest?

5. Why do you think most of the bigger boys go off with Jack?

6. What is Jack’s plan to get more of the bigger boys from Ralph’s camp? 

7. What does he plan for the beast?

8. For what expressed purpose do they need to “sharpen a stick at both ends”? (pg. 124)

9. What, in his mind, does Simon name the sow’s head?

10. After getting over the initial scare, how do most of the boys feel about the raid by the hunters?

11. What do the hunters steal?

12. Ralph asks Piggy why everything broke up, and Piggy says it was Jack’s fault. What is it, though, that the pig’s head tells Simon is the reason that “it’s no go. Why things are what they are?” (pg. 130)

13. What threat does the Lord of the Flies make to Simon?

14. Simon’s name for the pig’s head (and the title of this book) is also related to Beelzebub, which is another name for the devil. Golding is making a link between “the beast within each of us” that the head stands for and the devil. What might this link be?

Ch. 9

1. At the beginning of the chapter, explain what Simon discovers and what he realizes he must do.

2. In this chapter, what are signs of Jack’s power?

3. What, besides the meat, attracts the others and Ralph, too, to Jack’s life? 

4. What is “our dance” and what purpose does the dance and chant serve?

5. What comes out of the darkness of the forest? What happens?

6. What happens to the body in the parachute?

Chapter 10:
7. Piggy says that the killing of Simon was an accident not murder, and that they are not to blame. To what extent do you think this is true?

8. When Ralph says, “I’m frightened. Of us,” what does he mean that frightens him? 

9. When they first meet up, are Sam, Eric, Ralph, and Piggy being truthful with each other? Explain.

10. What is an example of Jack’s abuse of power? 

11. How or why do the boys believe Simon was the beast yet are still worried about the beast’s existence?

12. When the “curtain” in Ralph’s mind is mentioned, what is suggested as happening?

13. In the raid, why are Piggy’s glasses taken but not the shell?

Chapter 11

1. Piggy comes up with a plan, a speech he will approach Jack with. In this plan, he clearly shows he has no understanding of the “ways of the island.” What does Piggy believe Jack will respond to?

2. What is it that Samneric fear about the savages’ warpaint?

3. Why does Ralph refuse to paint their faces?

4. What two categories does Piggy point out to the hunters? He keeps asking which of these two categories is better.

5. Who kills Piggy and how?

6. How does the tribe respond to Piggy’s death?

7. What happens to Ralph/what action does he take at the end of the chapter?

8. Why do Sam and Eric join the hunters?

9. The last sentence states: “Roger advanced upon them [Samneric] as one wielding a nameless authority.” What is the “nameless authority” that clings to Roger? In other words, what is his position within the tribe? What is he associated with in the tribe and what keeps building up within him?

Chapter 12 

1. Why does Ralph believe that the savages will not let him alone?

2. What does Ralph do to the “Lord of the Flies”?

3. Although he doesn’t like the idea of savages, why does he have such a strong desire to spend the night with them at Castle Rock?

4. When Ralph asks Samneric what the savages plan to do with him if they catch him, what is the boys’ response? What does the response suggest?

5. What two tactics do the savages use to get Ralph out of the tangled undergrowth?

6. What three possible ways to escape does Ralph consider?

7. Which does he decide on?

8. To the officer, what does it appear that the boys were doing? 

9. Why was he disappointed in them?

10. Why did the British officers come? What is ironic about that?

11. What is Percival unable to do and what is the significance of this?

12. When the officer asks who is in charge, who replies? Is there any argument about this?

13. After condemning the boys for their behavior, the author points out that the officer eyes his boat at anchor. After taking the boys on board, what will be the cruiser’s job?

14. A microcosm is a miniature world that mirrors the larger world. Consider the three previous questions and state how the island turns out to be a microcosm.

15. In the miniature island world, what is it that these boys represent: Ralph, Piggy, Jack, Roger, and Simon?

16. In the next to last paragraph, we are told that Ralph cries. Put into your own words the reason Ralph is crying.

