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T\mo stonecutbers were asKed whab they were
doing.
The fust said, "f'm cutüing this sbone into
blocks."
The second replied, "f'm on a leam that's
burlding a cathedral."
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Mrs. Caldera's House of Things

Bv Gresor-v Dianikian {fow '(aas 
l'\rç C'ld uo l*l?

Yðu arositting in Mrs. Caldera's kitchen, il Áa{ 
't c, çVe li\te)

you are sipping a glass of lemonade

and trying not to be too curious about

the box of plastic hummingbirds behind you,

the tray of tineless forks at your elbow'

You have heard about the backroom

where no one else has ever gone

and whatever enters, remains,

refrigerator doors, fused coils,
mower blades, milk bottles, pistons, gears

"You ngver know," she says, rummaging

through a cedar chest of reciPes,

"when something will come of use."

There is a vase of pencil tips on the table,

a bowl full of miniature wheels and axles.

Upstairs, where her children slePt,

the doors will not close,

the stacksof magazines are burgeoning,

there are snow shoes and lampshades,

bedsprings and picture tubes,

and boxes and boxes of irreducibles!

I

You imagine the headline in the Literalist Express:

House Founders Under V/eight Of Past.

But Mrs Caldera is baking cookies,

she is humming a song from childhood,
her arms are heavy and strong,

they have held babies, a husband,

tractor parts and gas tanks,
what have they not found a Place for?

It is getting dark, you have sat for a long time.

If you move, you feel something will be disturbed,

there is room enough only for your body.

"Stay awhile," Mrs. Caldera says,

and never have you felt so valuable.
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"l hope that you will listen, but not with the memory of what

difficult to do. You listen to something, and your mind imme

conclusions, its opinions, its past memories. lt listens, inqui

laa p(À4 n {, tn/ h¿n í 0<

you already know; and this is-verY

diately reacts with its knowledge, its

ring for a future understanding.
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I,
/r

trbtes:

Just observe yourself, how you are listening, and you will see that this is what is taking place.

Either you are listening witlra conclusion, with knowledge, with certain memories, experiences,

or you want an "nr*"i 
and you are impatient. You want to know what it is all about, what life is

all about, the extraordinary complexity of life. You are not actually listening at all.

you can only listen when the mind is quiet, when the mind doesn't react immediately, when

there is an interval between your reaction and what is being said. Then, in that intervalthere is a

quietness, there is a silence in which alone there is a comprehension which is not intellectual

understanding.

lf there is a gap between what is said and your own reaction to what is said, in that interval,

whether you piotong it indefinitely, for a long period or for a few seconds - in that interval, if you

observe, th"r" .orã, clarity. tt is tne interval that is the new brain. The immediate reaction is

the old brain, and the old biain functions in its own traditional, accepted, reactionary, animalistic

sense.

When there is an abeyance of that, when the reaction is suspended, when there is an interval,

then you will find thatihe new brain acts, and it is only the new brain that can understand, not

the old brain" - Jiddu Krishnamurti
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