Dream Job,

Your Decision
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You choose your future!

You decide what it looks like!
Directions:  Interactively Read the Packet 

 -When you read, write on the paper

 -Look for key words (circle them)

 -Find the take-home message and summarize them

 -Write questions that you have

 -Answer questions that are posed in the reading
You are starting your path and you get to make the choices that are going to take you to your future.  You get to decide what your future looks like!!!  You are starting patterns and learning behaviors that will stay with you throughout your life.  

You are forming habits now. Are they the habits you want 20 years from now, are they going to get you to the future you want?

[image: image5.wmf]    [image: image6.wmf]    [image: image7.wmf]
What is the key to get to the destination you ultimately want… EDUCATION!!!
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How to be successful in your education… WORK HARD!!!
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At a local school the student population, believes that education does affect the quality of life you will have after school.
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It is also clear that those that see school as a priority have higher grades and those that do not see school as important have overall lower grades. 
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How is it that these students have received better grades?  They have made it a high priority and work hard at getting good grades.  They are forming habits that colleges and employers are looking for. 

It appears that Oaklea Middle School is not alone on the belief that education can help you attain a higher quality of life.  The Bureau of Labor Statistics did a national study and found weekly earning for different groups of educational levels.  Their findings are listed below with an obvious connection between education and higher quality of living.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey.

Unemployment rate 
Education attained

Median weekly earnings
Hourly 

in 2007 (Percent)


 

in 2007 (Dollars)

Wage

1.4%


Doctoral degree

$1,497



$37.43

1.3


Professional degree

1,427



$35.68

1.8


Master's degree

1,165



$29.13

2.2


Bachelor's degree

987



$24.68

3


Associate degree

740



$18.50

3.8


Some college, no degree
683



$17.08

4.4


High-school graduate

604



$15.10

7.1


No high school diploma
428



$10.70
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Surveys
Do these people love every minute of school?  To be honest… I’m positive that there were times they wanted to quite and never open a book again.  However, they set education as a priority and learned to work through hard times with the habits they formed when they were younger.

If your goal is pick up trash or pump other peoples gas the rest of your life, that is YOUR DECISION.  The fact is, we, as a society, need people to pick up our trash and pump our gas.  I am not saying that you cannot have a great life doing these things, because you can.  If you want to do that as a career or some other job that you will always earn minimum wage, you have that choice.   However, if you don’t want to, you need to form habits and set goals that will set you up to achieve those goals.
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1)  How do you define success?

2) If you had to describe your future, without defining a specific job, what would it look like?

3)  Are the choices and behaviors that you are making now, going to get you were you want to be? 

4)  What do you need to change to get to the future that you want?

5)  List the things that you can do on a daily basis to make the changes that you listed in question 4 to ensure that you can reach the future you want.  

What can we do as educators to help students develop the skills and habits they need to reach their fullest potential?  I believe that we must make school an environment that they want to be a part of, where they feel that they are learning, and experiencing accomplishments.

What is more important than what I think is what the students at Oaklea Middle School believe.  Here are the results of a survey that asked them to describe their favorite teachers and the ones that make them learn the best.
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As you can see the top two characteristic traits that students look for most in teachers are being funny and/or making learning fun and caring about the students.  This is not necessarily what makes them feel they are learning the most.  

I would like to study more research to find out if what the students believe they learn is aligned to what they actually learn.  By creating an environment that the students like to be a part of, where they know they are cared about, they would be more engaged and ultimately learn more.  Hearing a teacher, that they know cares about them, ask them to push themselves seems like it would have a stronger effect, than a teacher they don’t feel cares how they do.  By wanting to learn and wanting to fulfill a challenge from a teacher, it only makes since the students would gain the skills, habits, and knowledge to reach any goal they set for themselves.

It is obvious that more research needs to be found on this.  I will update anyone that wants more information.  I truly appreciate your time and help while I was a part of the Oaklea Family.
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