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Desde el 2007 por medio del proyecto xinaloani –semilla- Jessica Zapata ha trabajado interrumpidamente en Estados Unidos con niños, jóvenes y adultos en el área del desarrollo de la creatividad y de la autoexpresión. 

El proyecto xinaloani –semilla- tiene dos objetivos centrales. El primero se refiere al desarrollo interior de los niños en importantes aspectos de su autoestima, seguridad, expresión, satisfacción, valores y socialización. Por otro lado el segundo objetivo esta orientado a nutrir aspectos relativos a la familia, la comunidad y la cultura.

Para alcanzar los objetivos Jessica ha creado talleres interdisciplinarios. Dichos talleres intentan ser una respuesta a algunas de las necesidades del desarrollo infantil, promueven el valor de la diversidad, la creatividad y la cultura. Las herramientas de trabajo incluyen una gran variedad de técnicas artísticas y expresivas que Jessica ha adaptado con temas sociales, y culturales.
La mayoría de los trabajos realizados  han sido exhibidos localmente en galerías, escuelas, bibliotecas, espacios públicos, y foros para festivales.
Jessica Zapata
http://eugeneartelatino.wordpress.com
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ALEBRIJES WORKSHOP


We invite you to use all your imagination and learn techniques for processing and to create this 100% Mexican Art.

 

Alebrijes                                                                                      The Alebrijes are imaginary creatures that have elements from different animals such as dragon bodies, bat wings, wolf teeth and dog eyes. Colorfully painted, they were originally made with Papier-mâché but nowadays they are also wood carved.
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History
The Alebrije was created by Pedro Linares López in the 1930's. Pedro was a cartonero (Papier-mâché crafter) from La Merced, a neighborhood in Mexico City, he made a living by doing piñatas and judas like his father did before him. 

The story says that while very ill Pedro had a feverish dream where he saw mythical creatures and heard them say the name Alebrije. After that, Pedro began representing in Papier-mâché the strange creatures he had dreamed of.

Pedro Linares' work sold locally for many years counting customers like Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo until a documentary film made by Judith Bronowski in 1975 gave him international fame. In 1990 he received the National Prize for Popular Arts and Traditions.

[image: image2.png]



Papier-mâché Alebrije Today
Today Linares descendants continue with the family business in Mexico City. 
Since 2007 the Folk Art National Museum organizes The Alebrije's Night 
The night includes a giant Alebrije parade that goes from the Monument of the Independence to the Zocalo in Mexico City. More than 200 artists participate in this colorful event.
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Alebrijes

Lesson plan

Goals: To create an Alebrije using reference, color scheme, and design patterns from Oaxacan Mexico.

Resources Materials/ Visual Aides:

Images of Alebrijes
Map of Mexico

Example of Alebrije
Examples of pattern and colors from Oaxaca

Video

Supplies/Materials:

• Masking tape

• Tempera paint (bright colors)
• Acrylic paint

• Paint brushes and sticks

• Scissors
• Newspaper

• Flour- Maizena-

• Wire
Teaching:

Begin by defining Alebrije animals and were they are made in Mexico. Describe how these fantastic animals are made in Mexico. Tell students that they will make their own animals from newspaper and create a solid from by taping them together. The creatures will then be painted in the same style as the Oaxacan people of Mexico.

Time Budgeted:

Four or Five 45-minute classes

1. Class-Discuss get references and design sketches of Alebrije animals

2. Class- Construct and create 3-D animals

3. Class-Paint/Decorate surface of structure (might require two class depending drying time)

4. Class- Finishing / Presentation
Presentation/ Assessment:

When students are finished with their Alebrije they will each present there piece to the class. The students will describe how the achieved the designs and shape of the animal. 
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Proyecto Xinaloani –Semilla-








The Alebrijes workshop is an educational and artistic creation project aimed at children and adults.
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Make your Own Alebrije                                                              Alebrijes are brightly colored Mexican folk art sculptures of fantastical creatures.
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Taught by: Jessica Zapata








