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DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	record	all	viewpoints	expressed	in	the	group	
	

1. Through	a	published	schedule	and	set	of	guidelines,	the	Centers	for	Disease	Controla	
and	Prevention	(CDC)	and	public	health	officials	recommend	that	every	child	receive	
certain	vaccinations	by	age	6.	What	are	the	benefits	of	the	recommendation	to	
	

a. Public	health	officials?	
	
	
	
	

b. The	community?	
	

	
	
	

c. Other	children?	
	
	
	
	
	

2. Some	parents	and	health	care	professionals	question	the	CDC’s	recommendations	and	
decide	not	to	vaccinate	their	children,	while	others	choose	to	vaccinate	their	children	
along	an	alternative	schedule.	How	might	this	decision	affect	both	their	own	children	
and	others?	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

3. In	what	ways	is	vaccination	different	from	other	types	of	personal	health	decisions?	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Video	Group	Discussion:	NOVA:	Calling	the	Shots	(Vaccine	issue)	
Biology	B	
	
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/body/vaccines-calling-shots.html	
	

4. Who	should	be	involved	in	deciding	whether	children	receive	a	specific	vaccine?	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

5. Should	the	government	have	the	right	to	compel	vaccination?	Should	parents	have	the	
right	to	refuse	it?	


