
The Fossil Record 

Essential Questions: 
n  What is the fossil record? 
n  What is the difference between relative 

dating & radioactive dating? 
n  What are the main divisions of geologic 

time scale? 



n  Fossils & ancient life 
n  Paleontologist 
n  Fossil record 
n  99% of species that have lived on Earth now 

extinct 



n  How fossils form 



n  Interpreting fossil evidence 
n  Relative dating 



n  Radioactive dating 
n  Isotopes 

n  radioactivity 

n Half-life 



n  Geologic time scale 


