
The Process of Speciation 

Essential Questions: 
Ø What factors are involved in formation of 

new species? 
Ø How did the process of speciation in 

Galapagos finches occur? 



Ø  Isolating mechanisms-reproductive 
isolation 
l  Behavioral isolation 



l  Geographic isolation 



l  Temporal isolation 



Ø Testing natural selection in nature 
l  Galapagos -Darwin’s finch hypothesis 

•  Variation 
•  Rapid evolution 



Ø Speciation in Darwin’s finches 
l  see p. 410, Fig. 16-17 in text 


