What makes an explanation
“scientific”?



 Scientific explanations are based on
empirical observations or
experiments
—Empirical: based on sensory

experience (see, hear, smell, taste,
touch)



* Scientific explanations are made
public



* Scientific explanations are tentative



 Scientific explanations are historical



* Scientific explanations are
probabalistic



* Scientific explanations assume
cause-effect relationships



 Scientific explanations are limited



