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Welcome to a new school year. I am looking forward to getting to know all of you. I would like to take this time to tell you a little about myself. I earned my bachelor degree from Chapman University in 2009, and played both baseball and football while in college. Thereafter, I worked in the admissions department for a university based out of Chicago, Illinois. I returned as a student to the University of Oregon in 2010 and earned by Masters of Education in 2013. While this is my third year on staff, I also served as a student teacher in the building in 2012 while earning my Master’s degree. I serve as the sprinting coach for the Kelly track team, am one of the three WEB coordinators for the school, am the 8th grade team leader, and manage and play for my own baseball team during the summer. I teach 8th grade science, and 6th grade math, but have taught language arts and social studies in the past as well. My wife and I also recently celebrated our daughter, Olivia’s first birthday over the summer, and she recently began to walk without the use of furniture to hold herself up. This will be an exciting year with a lot going on, so please do not hesitate to contact me if you need anything.
Supplies

You must have all your supplies every day at the beginning of class. If you come to class unprepared you will be considered tardy. Repeated tardiness will result in lunch detentions and office referral. I expect everyone to have all supplies by Monday, September 21.
· Your school binder with:

· Pencil pouch

· Eraser

· Several pencils

· Red pen – for correcting

· Notebook/journal for homework & classwork.

· Your student planner

· CPM Textbook

Grades
Proficiency-Based Grading. Students will be assessed on specific key learning targets as identified by myself and other teachers in the district as vital topics and skills required for understanding and mastery by the end of the 6th grade. Students will receive feedback of their performance on these specific learning targets with the following marks:

4-Proficient 
3-Almost Proficient

2-Developing Proficiency 
1-Not Proficient. 
For work that goes above and beyond proficiency, students may earn a (5) Highly Proficient, but such scores are rare. With this authentic grading system rather than one that is simply points-based, students know exactly how well they are performing on specific skills at a given time, and can see precisely what they need to improve on.

Homework will be assigned on average 3-4 times per week, and will typically consist of 3-5 problems. Regular homework completion is vital (and is a learning target) as it reinforces the concepts covered in class – especially important because the CPM curriculum we use spirals (e.g. instead of learning just fractions for 4 weeks, students might get fractions for 2 weeks, and then have problems in the homework that go back to fractions over the course of several weeks to keep it fresh in students’ minds). If students forget their textbook at school they can use the CPM e-book to gain access to their homework problems for the evening. Please email me if you need this, or if your student misplaces it.

Test and quizzes will be scored on accuracy with specific learning targets in mind. For each learning target, I will give a formative pre-assessment (short quiz that assesses a student’s proficiency in a specific learning target) during a unit, and then a summative post-assessment (a test including 3-4 learning targets previously tested upon during the unit). Students can improve their scores on specific learning targets throughout the term. I will allow students to retake a post-assessment if they score a “developing proficiency” or worse. Retakes will be slightly different, and need to be arranged at least a day in advance to allow me time to generate an alternate assessment.

Letter grades will be awarded based on the standard grading scale by averaging scores on the proficiency scale. You should check your grades on synergy at least once a week.
90-100% A

80-89% B

70-79% C

60-69% D

Less than 60% F

Make-up Work

If you are absent or miss an assignment for any other reason, it is the student’s responsibility to complete all missed work. You will find what we did while you were gone in my math notebook, my planner, or the class website. An assignment missed for any reason will be accepted for credit only until the chapter/unit test for that assignment or the end of the trimester (whichever happens first). I am happy to help students before school or after school if they are having difficulty with the concepts in class. Any plans to come in need to be confirmed with me no less than 1 day in advance as I often have meetings with other staff and administration throughout the week during these times – this is especially true during track season starting in March.

Class Website
I have designed a class website as a math resource for this upcoming year. A couple of times a week, I will post assignment resources, readings, etc. to the site. This is a great resource to use if you are gone for an extended period, or if you have misplaced an assignment, and want to get caught up. Here is the URL for the website: http://blogs.4j.lane.edu/kordon_k/
How to Get Help

Homework help can be found by following this link: 
http://homework.cpm.org/cpmhomework/homework/category/CC/textbook/CC1
Once at this website, select the chapter and section for the homework you are working on, then the problem number. Here you will find hints and selected answers. An electronic copy of the textbook is also available to the students with additional online learning tools. Students can access the e-book and practice help here at school or at home.
I will be available to give extra help to students most days before school starting at 8:30. If your child is coming in the morning, they will need to check in with the front office to make sure I am available. During that time I can further explain concepts and work on a more one to one basis with students. If the morning does not work for your family other times can be arranged, but must be scheduled first. There are also after school homework clubs offered four days a week here at Kelly Middle School through out BEST after school program.
Contact
The best way to contact me is via email. I will generally take no longer than 24 hours to respond to an email, and never any longer than 48 hours. If you need to schedule a one-on-one meeting for any reason, please contact the office to set up a time to meet.

