
IHS Literature and the Arts 
Format for In-text Citations 

*adopted from OWL Purdue 
 

The in-text citation is a brief reference within your text that indicates the source you 

consulted. It should properly attribute any ideas, paraphrases, or direct quotations 

to your source, and should direct readers to the entry in the list of works cited. For 

the most part, an in-text citation is the author’s name and page number (or just the 

page number, if the author is named in the sentence) in parentheses: 

Imperialism is “the practice, the theory, and the attitudes of a dominating 

metropolitan center ruling a distant territory” (Said 9). 

or 

According to Edward W. Said, imperialism is defined by “the practice, the 

theory, and the attitudes of a dominating metropolitan center ruling a 

distant territory” (9). 

Work Cited 

Said, Edward W. Culture and Imperialism. Knopf, 1994. 

MLA In-Text Citations: The Basics 

Basic in-text citation rules 

In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done by using what is 

known asparenthetical citation. This method involves placing relevant source 

information in parentheses after a quote or a paraphrase. 

• Any source information that you provide in-text must correspond to the source 

information on the Works Cited page. More specifically, whatever signal word 

or phrase you provide to your readers in the text, must be the first thing that 

appears on the left-hand margin of the corresponding entry in the Works 

Cited List. 



In-text citations for print sources with known author 

For Print sources like books, magazines, scholarly journal articles, and newspapers, 

provide a signal word or phrase (usually the author’s last name) and a page number. 

If you provide the signal word/phrase in the sentence, you do not need to include it 

in the parenthetical citation. 

Human beings have been described by Kenneth Burke as "symbol-using 

animals" (3). 

Human beings have been described as "symbol-using animals" (Burke 3). 

These examples must correspond to an entry that begins with Burke, which will be 

the first thing that appears on the left-hand margin of an entry in the Works Cited: 

Burke, Kenneth. Language as Symbolic Action: Essays on Life, Literature, and 

Method. Berkeley: U of California P, 1966. Print. 

In-text citations for print sources by a corporate author 

When a source has a corporate author, it is acceptable to use the name of the 

corporation followed by the page number for the in-text citation. You should also use 

abbreviations (e.g., nat'l for national) where appropriate, so as to avoid interrupting 

the flow of reading with overly long parenthetical citations. 

In-text citations for print sources with no known author 

When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the work instead of an 

author name. Place the title in quotation marks if it's a short work (such as an 

article) or italicize it if it's a longer work (e.g. plays, books, television shows, entire 

Web sites) and provide a page number. 

We see so many global warming hotspots in North America likely because 

this region has "more readily accessible climatic data and more 

comprehensive programs to monitor and study environmental change . . ." 

("Impact of Global Warming" 6). 



"The Impact of Global Warming in North America." Global Warming: Early 

Signs. 1999. Web. 23 Mar. 2009. 

Citing a work by multiple authors 

For a source with three or fewer authors, list the authors' last names in the text or 

in the parenthetical citation: 

Smith, Yang, and Moore argue that tougher gun control is not needed in the 

United States (76). 

The authors state "Tighter gun control in the United States erodes Second 

Amendment rights" (Smith, Yang, and Moore 76). 

Citing multiple works by the same author 

If you cite more than one work by a particular author, include a shortened title for 

the particular work from which you are quoting to distinguish it from the others. Put 

short titles of books in italics and short titles of articles in quotation marks.  Citing 

two articles by the same author: 

Lightenor has argued that computers are not useful tools for small children 

("Too Soon" 38), though he has acknowledged elsewhere that early exposure 

to computer games does lead to better small motor skill development in a 

child's second and third year ("Hand-Eye Development" 17). 

Citing two books by the same author: 

Murray states that writing is "a process" that "varies with our thinking style" 

(Write to Learn 6). Additionally, Murray argues that the purpose of writing 

is to "carry ideas and information from the mind of one person into the mind 

of another" (A Writer Teaches Writing 3). 



Additionally, if the author's name is not mentioned in the sentence, you would 

format your citation with the author's name followed by a comma, followed by a 

shortened title of the work, followed, when appropriate, by page numbers: 

Visual studies, because it is such a new discipline, may be "too easy" (Elkins, 

"Visual Studies" 63). 

Citing multivolume works 

If you cite from different volumes of a multivolume work, always include the volume 

number followed by a colon. Put a space after the colon, then provide the page 

number(s). (If you only cite from one volume, provide only the page number in 

parentheses.) 

. . . as Quintilian wrote in Institutio Oratoria (1: 14-17). 

Citing the Bible 

In your first parenthetical citation, you want to make clear which Bible you're using 

(and underline or italicize the title), as each version varies in its translation, 

followed by book (do not italicize or underline), chapter and verse. For example: 

Ezekiel saw "what seemed to be four living creatures," each with faces of a 

man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle (New Jerusalem Bible, Ezek. 1.5-10). 

If future references employ the same edition of the Bible you’re using, list only the 

book, chapter, and verse in the parenthetical citation. 

Citing non-print or sources from the Internet 

With more and more scholarly work being posted on the Internet, you may have to 

cite research you have completed in virtual environments. When creating in-text 

citations for electronic, film, or Internet sources, remember that your citation must 

reference the source in your Works Cited. 

Sometimes writers are confused with how to craft parenthetical citations for 

electronic sources because of the absence of page numbers, but often, these sorts of 

entries do not require any sort of parenthetical citation at all. For electronic and 

Internet sources, follow the following guidelines: 



• Include in the text the first item that appears in the Work Cited entry that 

corresponds to the citation (e.g. author name, article name, website name, 

film name). 

• You do not need to give paragraph numbers or page numbers based on your Web 

browser’s print preview function. 

• Unless you must list the Web site name in the signal phrase in order to get the 

reader to the appropriate entry, do not include URLs in-text. Only provide 

partial URLs such as when the name of the site includes, for example, a 

domain name, like CNN.com orForbes.com as opposed to writing out 

http://www.cnn.com or http://www.forbes.com. 

Multiple citations 

To cite multiple sources in the same parenthetical reference, separate the citations 

by a semi-colon: 

. . . as has been discussed elsewhere (Burke 3; Dewey 21). 

Time-based media sources 

When creating in-text citations for media that has a runtime, such as a movie or 

podcast, include the range of hours, minutes and seconds you plan to reference, like 

so (00:02:15-00:02:35). 

When a citation is not needed 

Common sense and ethics should determine your need for documenting sources. You 

do not need to give sources for familiar proverbs, well-known quotations or common 

knowledge. Remember, this is a rhetorical choice, based on audience. If you're 

writing for an expert audience of a scholarly journal, for example, they'll have 

different expectations of what constitutes common knowledge. 


