
Welcome to Churchill High School’s Scholarship Information Night

Tonight’s presentation will be recorded. 4j policy prohibits us from recording 
any student likeness or voice. Therefore, we ask that you keep your camera 
and audio off. 

We will have a question and answer session at the end of the presentation. 



Scholarships are free money you don’t have to pay back. They can range from a 
few hundred dollars to the full cost of attendance. You may have to use a 
scholarship at a specific college or it may be portable meaning that you can use 
the funds at any college.
Types of Scholarships

• Institutional - from colleges and universities
• Private - There are several different types of private 

scholarships and can be based on many factors
• Grades
• Sports
• Nationality
• Being short, being tall, being left-handed and many other 

qualities 
• Group membership
• Community service
• Talents



Top Five Myths about Scholarships
1. Myth: Only students with the best grades win scholarships.

Reality: Students with better grades are more likely to win scholarships, but B and C 
students do win some. Slightly more than half (54.4%) of scholarships are won by students 
with grades in the A- to A range, but almost a third (30.0%) are won by students with a B 
average. 

2. Myth: Searching and applying for scholarships is too much work, especially for small 
scholarships and essay competitions. 
Reality: The amount of work is minimal compared with the potential rewards. Students are 
unlikely to find a more productive use of their time. After the first few scholarship 
applications, the amount of work for each additional application is reduced, since students 
can reuse and adapt previous application essays. 

3. Myth: Only low-income students qualify.
Reality: Although there are some programs based on the ability to pay, there are plenty of 
other scholarship programs that do not even consider family income.

4. Myth: You should only apply to scholarships that offer a lot of money.
Reality: Smaller awards are much more common and draw in less competition, which greatly 
increases your chances of earning them.

5. Myth: You’re more likely to get a scholarship if you pay a fee.
Reality: The majority of scholarship search services are free. You SHOULD NOT pay money 
to search for scholarships.



FINDING OPPORTUNITIES
- College and university websites
- Naviance

• CHS has over 400 scholarships on our Naviance 
site!

- Online matching services
- Scholarship websites
- Oregon Student Access and Completion (OSAC)

• One application, hundreds of scholarships
- Religious, civic and community organizations
- Private foundations
- Military
- Private consulting services



Log in from the Churchill website
STUDENTS>CAREER AND COLLEGE>NAVIANCE

A word about NAVIANCE…....

Naviance allows you to search by categories 
such as major interest, local scholarships, 
groups; deadlines; requirements and type. 

Can’t remember your account details 
or don’t have an account? Email 
Sheree Houck, houck_s@4j.lane.edu

Read all emails



Scholarship Search Websites and Online Matching Services

• Good sites will give you a lot of 
information

• They are not all alike
• There are pros and cons of using 

scholarship search websites
• There are scams out there so beware
• Although it is your choice, you should 

not have to pay money to find and apply 
for scholarships



Pros and Cons of Scholarship Search Websites
Pros
● Scholarships are vetted
● Wide range of scholarships
● Can narrow your search by category, background, 

experience
● Site may offer support other than scholarship 

searches
Cons
● Some sites sell your information
● There might be a lot of information to sort through 

which can take time
● Information on all scholarships might be limited



Pros and cons of private consulting services
Pros: 
➢ You can tap into someone's experience. 
➢ You can rest easier knowing an expert is on the case. 

Cons:
➢ Services can be costly 
➢ There are no guarantees
➢ You can find the same information for free
➢ Using a consulting service doesn’t really save you time. You still have 

to do the work of applying
➢ You have plenty of options for help

○ Your teachers can proofread your essays
○ There are plenty of websites and search engines available for 

free
○ There are many free workshops you can attend



WATCH OUT FOR SCAMS
• Beware of scholarship scams

- They exist! 
- They often sound and look official
- They can be online or a business
- Some hooks:

• Guaranteeing you money
• Can’t find the information anywhere else
• Require payment to find you a scholarship
• Will apply on your behalf
• Asking for personal information such as bank info or SSN

           



APPLYING FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
Get Organized

• Create a scholarship email – one that you can check throughout the 
week. This will limit the spam in your personal email. Remember, your 4j 
email goes away once you graduate, so use a personal email address

• Use a scholarship tracking worksheet 
• Know what the application requires
• Know the time frame to apply. Allow plenty of time to get any 

additional information you will need
• Know how to apply: is the application online or on paper?
• Check deadlines – determine if the deadline date is the postmark 

or receive by date
• Create an activity log
• Create a list of your unique traits and search by those traits
• Get a copy of your transcript
• Fill out the Letter of Recommendation Information Form
• Set time aside to work on applications. Think about it as a job



UNDERSTAND THE TERMS AND CRITERIA
- Need typically means Pell Grant eligible but not 
always. Make sure you know how the donor defines 
“need.”
- Diversity does not always just mean racial/ethnic 
diversity. What makes you unique?
- “Overcoming adversity” can have many different 
meanings. We all have a story. Tell yours. 
- Activities include everything you do outside the 
classroom. No matter what your interests or 
extracurricular activities are, there is likely a 
scholarship for you. 

Scholarships are not one size fits all. Requirements and deadlines can vary widely



GIVE YOURSELF AN ADVANTAGE
• Apply for local scholarships. The applicant pool is smaller 
• Know exactly what the application is asking for 
• Apply for as many as possible
• Apply for scholarships with smaller awards
• More work = fewer applicants = better chances
• Scholarships with easy applications typically have a larger applicant 

pool unless it’s a very niche scholarship
• Satisfy all the requirements
• Proofread, proofread, proofread
• Submit the application early
• Choose your recommender(s) wisely 

• Choose someone who knows you well and can speak to the 
qualities the scholarship is looking for

• Request letters a MINIMUM of two weeks before they are due
• Give the recommender a completed Letter of Recommendation 

Information form
• Give the recommender information about what the scholarship 

is looking for, how to send the letter and when it is due



ESSAY DO’S AND DON’TS

DO
❖ Use good writing practices
❖ Stick to the prompt
❖ Know your audience
❖ If given the choice, choose a topic you enjoy
❖ Do your research. Some scholarship donors feature previous scholarship 

winners on their website, often with an excerpt of their essay. Review them to 
get a sense of what the donor is looking for

❖ Stay within the word/character limit
❖ Be honest
❖ Be positive
❖ Paint a picture for the reader. Give examples
❖ Be specific and concise
❖ Use exclamation points sparingly
❖ Sell yourself
❖ Tell your story in your voice
❖ Follow formatting instructions
❖ Ask for help
❖ Proofread, proofread, proofread - not just spell check!!



DON’T

❖ Use quotes no matter how inspirational. The essay is 
about you

❖ Overly generalize
❖ Be vague
❖ Be cliche
❖ Use profanity
❖ Use text-speak
❖ Write about a “trending” topic just to stand out
❖ Use emoji’s, pictures or unusual fonts
❖ Speak negatively about other applicants
❖ Write your autobiography
❖ Make one generic essay for all scholarships



But what about standardized testing?
What we know:

❏ Since March, 2019 it has been difficult or impossible for students to take the SAT or 
ACT

❏ In response, the vast majority of colleges and universities are test-optional for 
admission as well as scholarships

❏ Private scholarship donors too are aware of the issue surrounding standardized 
testing and have eliminated the testing requirements as a basis for consideration. 
This is true of all scholarships on the OSAC application

❏ All local donors are award of the problem and have adjusted their requirements. If 
they don’t know, we tell them!

What we do not know:

❏ The policy of every one of the nearly 4000 colleges and universities in the US. 
Research is key

❏ The policy of every one of the thousands of scholarship donors



Implications of the pandemic

❖ Many students are experiencing the negative side effects of the pandemic
➢ Lower grades
➢ Fewer opportunities to perform community service
➢ Fewer activities
➢ Fewer class options
➢ The effects of the pandemic may be with us for a while

❖ The good news
➢ Colleges and universities are keenly aware of the negative effects of 

the pandemic and are considering the in their admissions and 
scholarship policies

➢ Many scholarship applications now include a COVID impact 
question

➢ If the question is not explicitly asked, you can include that 
information in your essay or personal statements. REMEMBER: Tell 
your story, whatever that may be 



Resources:
OSAC Scholarship Application
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/

Naviance
Naviance https://student.naviance.com/chs

Scholarship Searches/information
• https://www.fastweb.com/  
• https://www.petersons.com/
• https://www.salliemae.com/college-planning/college-scholarships/
• https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
• https://www.scholarships.com/
• https://oregongearup.org/calendar/scholarship
• http://oregongoestocollege.org/pay/scholarships

https://oregonstudentaid.gov/
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://student.naviance.com/chs
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.salliemae.com/college-planning/college-scholarships/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://oregongearup.org/calendar/scholarship


Resources, continued
Going Merry, https://www.goingmerry.com/
Cappex, https://www.cappex.com/
Scholarships360, https://scholarships360.org/
JLV Scholarships, https://jlvcollegecounseling.com/scholarships/
Access Scholarships, https://accessscholarships.com/
Scholarships.com, https://www.scholarships.com/
Get Schooled, https://getschooled.com/
The College Place, https://www.ecmc.org/students/college-access-centers.html

https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.cappex.com/
https://scholarships360.org/
https://jlvcollegecounseling.com/scholarships/
https://www.scholarships.com/
https://getschooled.com/


Thank you for attending this evening. I will now turn off the video and answer 
questions. 

For general questions, please email me, houck_s@4j.lane.edu (preferred 
method)

Should you need additional assistance, please schedule an appointment. I 
want to provide time JUST FOR YOU.

You can schedule an appointment online, https://CHSCounseling.as.me/houck

 You will also find the link on the CHS website. On the CHS homepage, click on 
Counseling. Scroll to the bottom of the page where you will find my link to 
schedule. 

This presentation and recording will be posted on my website, 
http://blogs.4j.lane.edu/houck_s/

mailto:houck_s@4j.lane.edu
https://chscounseling.as.me/houck
http://blogs.4j.lane.edu/houck_s/

