
ACT: TOP TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES

ovERvlEw
OF THE ACT

. The ACt is about
three hours long

. There will be a short
break between
the second and
third subtests

. The ACT consists
of a total of
21 5 scored quest¡ons

. The exam is
comprised of
four subject tests:

- English
(45 mlnutes,
75 questions)

- Math
(60 minutes,
60 questions)

- Reading
(35 minutes,

40 questions)

- Science Reasoning
(35 minutes,
40 questions)

Ihe ACT isn't a normal test A normal test requires that you rely almost exclusively on your
memory. Ihe ACf doesn't test your long-term memory. ln fact, the answer to every ACT question
can be found in the test Theoreticall¡ if you read carefully and understand the words a¡d
concepts the test uses, you can get almost any ACT quest¡on r¡ght -:

Following are strategies to help you succeed on the ACT:

DO QUESTTON TRIAGE
ACT questions are not arranged in order of difficulty. The first time you look at each
question, make a quick decision on how hard and time-consuming it looks. Then decide
whether to answer it now or sk¡p it and do it later. Here's how:

- lf the quest¡on looks comprehensible and reasonably doable, .

do it right away.
- lf the question looks tough and time consuming, but ultimately doable,

skip it, circle the number of the question in your test booklet, and
come back to it later.

- lf the question looks impossible, forget about it. Guess and move on,
never to return.

PUT THE MATERIAT INTO A FORM YOU CAN UNDERSTAND AND USE
ACT questions are rarely presented in the simplest, most helpful way. One of your
best strategies for taking control is to recast the material into a form you can handle
better. You can do this by marking up your test booklet, rewording the questions,
and drawing diagrams.

ANSWER THE RrGHT QUESTTON
The ACT test makers often include among the wrong choices for a question the correct
answer to a different question. Under time pressure, it's easy for you to fall for one of
these red herrings. Always check the question again before choosing your answer so
you make su¡e you're ansr4yering the right question.

IOOK FOR THE HIDDEN ANSWER
On many ACT questions, the right answer is hidden in one way or another. Many ACT
questions have more than one possible right solution, though only one correct answer
choice is given. Keep in mind that though there is only one right answer choice for each
ACT question, the right answer may not be the one that occurs to you first. A common
mistake is to pick an answer that seems "sort ofn like the answer you're looking for,
even when you know it's wrong, lf you don't find your answer, don't assume that you're
wrong. Try to think of another right way to answer the question.

GUESS INTETTIGENTTY
An unanswered question is always wrong, but even a wild guess may be right.
On the ACT, a guess can't hud you, but it can help. ln fact, smad guessing can make a
big difference in your score. Always guess on every ACT question you can't answer.

BE CAREIUL WITH THE ANSWER GRID
You ACT score is based on the answers you select on your answer grid. So be careful!
Under time pressure it's easy to lose control and make mistakes.

For more ACT test-taking strateg¡es, look for Kaplan's ACI guides in your high school guidance office or wherever
books are sold, Check out Kaplan's complele list of college admissions and test prep guides at wwwsimonsays.com.


