
 
 

 
STANFORD HISTORY EDUCATION GROUP                                                                                                   sheg.stanford.edu 

Document B: “General History” (Modified) 
 
They brought me to Meronocomoco, where I saw 
Powhatan, their Emperor.  Two great stones were 
brought before Powhatan.  Then I was dragged by 
many hands, and they laid my head on the stones, 
ready to beat out my brains.  Pocahontas, the 
King’s dearest daughter took my head in her arms 
and laid down her own upon it to save me from 
death.  Then the Emperor said I should live. 
 
Two days later, Powhatan met me and said we 
were friends.  He told me to bring him two guns 
and a grindstone and he would consider me his 
son. 
 
 
Source: John Smith, General History of Virginia, 
New England and the Summer Isles, published in 
1624. 


