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Welcome/Course Description

Welcome to AP U.S. Government and Politics.  This college-level course is an introduction to the U.S. national government.  The goals of the course are to provide an academic learning environment where students may practice skills needed in college and to prepare students for the AP U.S. Government & Politics exam in May.  We will study government institutions and political processes and examine policy choices.  The institutions and policies of the U.S. government will be considered in light of historical change, constitutional procedures and comparative perspectives.

General Philosophy

This is a challenging course that requires substantial reading, writing and critical thinking.  Time management and working every day to stay caught up are the keys to success.  I am here to help you be successful and will do all I can to support your good work.  You must, however, do the work to be successful! My primary goal in teaching this class is to help each student gain the skills and confidence needed for academic success in college and life beyond high school.  

Work Load Expectations 

· Regular essays are assigned every 2-3 weeks.  They will be in the format of the essays required in the AP exam.
· Students must read regularly from the textbook and from supplemental readings and complete chapter homework questions and terms weekly.

· In a typical week, students will be assigned about 40 pages of text, 20 written terms and questions and one supplemental reading.

· Tests are detailed and analytical and are given at the end of each unit.  There will be seven unit tests AND a comprehensive final/practice AP exam.  

· Students are expected to study several hours for each unit test.

· Students will research and present a formal debate.

· Students will keep themselves informed of current events throughout the school year by reading political news and taking a weekly News Quiz.
Texts and Other Resources
Lineberry, Edwards and Wattenberg, Government in America: People, Politics and Policy, 14th ed., New York: Longman/Addison Wesley, 2009.

Companion Website for Text: http://wps.ablongman.com/long_edwards_ga_12/0,10640,2179653-,00.html

Current Events 

To be successful in this class, students will need to regularly read or view the national news.  The following are a list of suggested sources.  The textbook also has suggestions.  Most are available on-line by using Infotrac via the Churchill Library homepage (http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/euge35960).

Newspapers

The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Christian Science Monitor, The Washington Post, The Washington Times, The London Times, and The Register Guard are all reasonable sources.  Free copies of the Register Guard are available in the classroom and the CHS library.  

Magazines

Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News.  The Economist, a British magazine, is an excellent in-depth source as well.  The Atlantic Weekly and The New Yorker are also resources.
The AP Exam

The AP exam will take place on Monday MAY 6, 2019.  Review sessions will be conducted prior to the exam. Success on the AP exam provides students with college credit while still in high school.  

There is a fee charged for the exam due before the test.  Anyone student whose family qualifies for free or reduced lunch is eligible for a significant scholarship.  Please see me.  Students are expected to take the AP exam in May.  

Classroom Keys to Success 

· Attend: Your thoughtful, active participation in class is essential to your success.  I will strictly follow the Churchill Attendance Policy.  Seven absences in one semester may result in a loss of credit for the class.  Two unexcused tardies count as one absence. Unexcused absences and tardies result in lost participation points.

· Do the assigned reading: To be fully prepared for success, students must complete independent reading assignments as class lectures and activities will NOT cover all necessary information.  Stay on top of assigned reading.

· Respect yourself and others: A classroom community where all feel safe to learn and grow is important to me.  Respect for others, for property, and for yourself is essential in this class.  Churchill’s anti-harassment policy will be strictly enforced. 

· Do your own work: Cheating and plagiarism (copying other people’s ideas and work) is a serious problem that shows disrespect for yourself and your teacher.  Don’t do it! Students caught cheating will receive a zero on the test/assignment, will have a conference with the teacher and will lose extra credit points and opportunities.  Students who work together on assignments by sharing answers, essays and the like are cheating and will receive the consequences outlined above.   

· Seek help when you need it: Please don’t hesitate to ask for help whenever you need it.  Student success is my number one priority! I am available for students during office hours before school 8-8:30 a.m. (EXCEPT Wednesdays due to teacher meetings) and after school from 3:30- 4:30 p.m. and by special appointment.  Feel free to email questions or concerns whenever you have them.

· Accommodations: If you have special needs (as identified by the school, district or otherwise), I will whole-heartedly support your learning with appropriate modifications and accommodations.  Please see me.

Assignment Expectations
Thoughtful participation in class activities and discussions and submitting quality work on all major assignments are essential to your success in this class.  The following offers specific guidelines and policies.

· All work is due on the date indicated on the assignment, unless otherwise noted.  

· Late work will be accepted for full credit only with an excused absence and only if turned in the very next period.

· If you are absent for a test or quiz you must make arrangements with me to complete the test as soon as you return to school, on your own time.
Make-Up Work 

If you miss class with an excused absence, you can make up the work for full credit.  You are responsible for getting the missed class work.  If you are absent (excused), complete the assignment and turn it in the next time the class meets following your absence. 

Late Work

Under most circumstances, late work will NOT be accepted for credit.  This is a college-level course; expectations for students are set accordingly.  

Grades  

Your work and participation everyday will all contribute to your final grade.  Grades are determined based on total points accumulated during the semester.  Each assignment is given a specific point value.  Grades will include scores from exams, papers, quizzes, homework and projects. 


90-100%=
A


70-79%=

C


80-89%=
B


60-69%=

D

Communication and Support 

Clear communication, positive encouragement and making time for students’ needs are my priorities.  I want to know when students or parents have questions or concerns.  I am available to meet with students during office hours.  You may call or e-mail me whenever you need to.  I will return your call or message within 24 hours.  I encourage open, respectful discussion of any concerns you or your son/daughter may have and am available for a conference at your request.

My Contact Information 

Office telephone number: 541-790-5264 (before 8:30 a.m. or after 3:30 p.m.).

CHS Main Office Telephone Number: 541-790-5100
E-mail: haberman@4j.lane.edu 

Thank you for taking time to read these course expectations.  I look forward with great anticipation to working and learning with everyone this semester!

Helen Haberman

AP U.S. Government & Politics Teacher 
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Confidential Student Information

2018-19

Student’s Name____________________________  Period___________

Student E-mail Address:_______________________________

Have you ever taken an AP class before? If so, what was it and how did you do?

Do you have any concerns or issues that may affect your progress in this class that I should know about?

What do you think will be most challenging for you in this class?

Communication

This class will be challenging but it should also be fun.  Your positive experience is very important to me! Please feel free to contact me if you are struggling or otherwise have concerns of any nature in the class.  If you feel overwhelmed or confused, please let me know ASAP.  I will do all I can to help you get back on-track.  I care about your success! You can e-mail me, stop by during office hours or visit before or after school.

I have read and understand the Course Expectation for my AP U.S. Government and Politics class.  I have shared the information with my parent and/or guardian.

_________________________________


____________________


Student Signature





Date

AP U.S. Government and Politics
Confidential Parent / Guardian Information

Parents or Guardians: Please provide the information requested below and return it to me by Friday September 7, 2019.  This information will make it easier for me to communicate with you when necessary regarding your son/daughter’s progress in my class.  Thanks for taking the time to complete it!

Student Name (please print)________________________________

Student phone Number________________
Student Email_______________
Parent / Guardian Name(s) (please print)_______________________________







   _______________________________
Parent Day Phone Number_______________________
(If you don’t want to be contacted at work, please let me know and provide an alternative number if one is available.)

Evening Phone Number____________________

Parent / Guardian E-mail Address ______________________________

I want to support your son/daughter to be as successful as possible.  I am willing and able to make reasonable accommodations as needed to ensure his/her success.  To this end, are there any concerns or special needs I should know about?

Does your student have access to the Internet from home? If not, will you support my efforts to find access for your student at school using school equipment
Thanks again for reading and completing this paper work.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns throughout the year.  Students have my contact information in the previous pages on this document.

Parent / Guardian Signature__________________________
Date_______

Parent / Guardian Signature__________________________
Date_______

