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culture shock to find hn¡rpincss in her farnily, rvhile Dsquivel's'l'ita lìglrts hcr strottg-

hcnclccl rnothcr alld culluml tradition to cnd u¡l lcaviug tl¡c rvor]d rvith hcr lrue lot'c.

Catlrcr's chrraclç¡izatioll oflì¡rs thu tcadcr u hopcfrll lncssago hap¡:incss and

Ix:rsevumncc, whore Esqrrivel çre olos strongly'emotional ¡;ha¡actcriz¡¡tion and ha¡lpincss

-¡oads arc thosc lo ltoppi

hop,us

IJciug one of'the örly lJohemi¿rn l"'arnilies lo move lo Nol¡raska the Shirncrdas had

ol"rnuch rnorìcy, much land fìrr rny boys. ntuch husband fornrv girls" (Cnlhc orre{ -

carly ohaplcrs Cathcr crcate; a carefrgs attcl young Arttonia rvho trails altlng c'tqåfns
In thc

bar-elbot on the prairic. Soon Arrtonin lc¿¡rns that she rvould need to lrelp takc cnre olhur
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farnily. l:rcaking as she does so. After a ltursh u'.irlter and hard

times Antonin tradcs in hcr brrs feot for u,ork bools and begins to do tlte rvork o[n tnan.

Antonia rvorks all day doing physical u,od¡ on the t'ann, ralltcr then go to scltool as tltc

rcst of the chilclren do: "1ain't got tirnc to lenm. Ican u'ork like mans lto (Cathcr 80)
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iOthcrs talkcd at¡or.rf Antonia. making nnsty jokes. as shc stroys fi'om thc nornlal rvork of

yoglìg girls und takes on "chores a girl ought ¡tot to do'(Cather 8l), Antonia ¡:usltes ¡rast

rvha( crthcrs think, arrtl gt'o\\s up c¡rrickll'. proua to hclp hr:r tirrnily. Ct^-Ë;- \i,

Likc Cathcr's Anto Tita slruys lionr thc life tl¡ut rvas planned for her bcfore qVts :

had lastsd hcr first Clrristrn
.<)

tions and

horv ¡ighly thcy arc hcld in Mama lilcna's houschold.'l'ita is dcstincd lo bc a daughtcr

nncl virgin forcver ns shc takcs carc of hu rnother. When fhe love of 'l'itn's Iife, Podro.

corncs asking fbr.hcr hand in lnarriagc Manta lilctra cxplai¡rs sltc is unavailablc as shc

tnusl "take c¿¡ro of mo tlntil thc da1' I die" (lìsquivel l0)' Urrlike Antonia rvho g

against social nortns lbr nll to scc. 'Iita docs nol go aguittst Manla Dlcn¡'s Wisl

blatantly,. lrut rathcr hcr L-¡noliolls lakc on a lifì: of thcir own. In a chaltcs e¡tsountcr rvìtlì

Pedro "'l'hcir ¡lrssionate glances lused so pcrfeotly lhat whoerner sâ1v Îlìetrr would h¡vc

scclr but a singlc look" ([scluivcl fi?). Tita gocs against her social rolcs by accide¡tt. or

rvhc¡ shc socmingly I'orgots tho shame it rvoulcl brirrg to ltor lìrmilv, nol rvith pridc a

Arttonia docs.
¿ ?
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ln !¡4, ¡lnlonis Will¿l Cntltcr uses lhe thenre develo¡r the
-l

characlcr olA¡tonìa. "l'hs lìrst and by lar the trorst rvinter Antonin cxpericnccs is rvhen

her fatfier co¡nrnits suiciclc. after his longiug for the old oountry ovsrcolncs hi¡n' Mr,

Shirnerda t','¿ts lrho¡n Antonia t\tas closc'st to in her

his farnily rvho could rouse thc old man ftnm the tor

(Cntlrcr 29). C:rthcr shorvs mther tltetl te lls of Anloni

strottgct.. lbcusing oll llre lirmily's rrcscls. rtthcr thâtì hcr o\t'lt. Cathcr crc&tes tlte seûsc

havc bocn diftì¡rcnt rvi(houtfht] loss of Mr. Shimcrda" as solllc prossurc
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would bc takcn ofïAntorlia, She coutd havc stayed a child lottgcr, and not ltave

hcrself grorving up.

Ín Likc lllulcrrtr (.'hou¡lutc lìs<luivcl ol'dcath to dcvclop

thc slì¿ìlïoter of 'l'it¡¡. In thc noyel Titn's closesl confìdanto Nach¿r dics o[u broken hcart

sirnilrr to Mr, Shirncrttu, "lt w¿¡s us il. her rcrtl molhor had died" (Esc¡uivcl 48), As thc J¿

rnily cook Nacha took ovcr supporiing 'l'ita soon atlcr hcr bifih, rvhethcr it [x u'ith s
)ov'tt-
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p'7- noudshnront or mcntal srrpporl, Botlr'l'it¡r ancl Artlo¡ia losc thç porson wlm rvus dearest lo \
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thcrn. Whcr.r: ¡\¡rtolria trcconres coldcr and loscs hcnclf, 'l'ita docs just tltc oppt-rsilc.

I-osirrg Nucha rvas thc lìnal push 'l'ila neeelecl to lìnd herscll- After losing Nach¿r, 'J-it¿r

oyer¡I¡clurc{ ¡'ith cll¡otious, rvas finally ablc to rcalizc sltc oould stattd up to Mat¡ta

Illcna. Shc lrcgins lo nct agairrst hcr mothcr nlorc nnd morc, rvltcthur shc nlcilns ttl or

through thc gill that Nueha ¡xssed along to her, the gilt of cooking'

not

Catltcr uscs a in setting to hclp shapr, Ântonia. A¡rtonia tnovcs into thc

t¡rv¡ rvherc she rvorks as ¡ hircd girl to thc l-Iarling lhmily. She is still hclping ltcr

falnilV try sc¡ding sotnc tnoncy ftoutc, but tharlks to Mrs. I'larling gcls 1o kccp sotnc of

lrcr rvtges for hersçl1'. Antonia loves taking oare of the Flarling children. e long rvith

t
lcarning horv to raise children aud keop a houschold. Mrs l-larling found Antonia's

grcatost fault "rvas tþat shc so oflcn stoppocl hcr rvork ancl fcll to pla¡'ing u'ith thc

childrcn" (Calher 100),'l'hc llarlings hel¡r:d Atttorr

sccrningly diecl rvith hcr l'trlhur, ancl lind hr:r passio

Esquit'cl's'l'i ange ot'sctting

u,ith Marna Elenn. 'l'ita gocs to live rvith I)r John Brorvn. In a liagilc smolional and

mentalstate'[ita is dr¿rvn to tho ¡nun. and slorvly shc opcn* up' Whcre Antonio's nerv

(
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surrouldirrgs help hcr lìnd hcrsellì'llita fillds her ncs'sunoundings uraking hcr questtort

lrcr love I'or Pedro. With distance lrclrvcur'r herself ond the rest of hor I'amilr,. 'l'ita looks
\) t] É-

firr s,cr.rurily and ¡rcacc in Johlt, Âs hc hclps hcal her soul, alrd o¡rns ltcr u¡r to LJ)ù

shsislolinskinghsrscll "CouldthatstuneonebeJohn?"(lìx¡uivcl ll8).Crtthor'surictr

llrc clrtrngc of sccncry allorvs Anloni¿ to regain hersollì u'hils the sucltlen change leavcs -Mr So

"¡*}-t'stronglv cnlotional Tita qucstioning hcr lilb. T+

the lovc in lter heal bloonting into a laryc lamily \\¡here shc uould laugh turd

lor..c alongsidc all of hor childrcn and hcr husband. 'Iita ovcrcatnc ltcr opprcssivs lnothcr

¿rnd social nrlus alrd lcll thc physical u,orld to bc rvith Pcclro lor all ctornity w'hcrc thuy

)

could live in peaoc. Where both u'o¡nen found their happiness in thc end ol thc novels,

Cathr¡r nnd I:squivcl pintcd t$¡o vcly diffcrent storics attd happl,cndings. Cather shorvs

that prrshing through rough puths ol'l leud to a bcautiful fisld, rvhilc ljsr¡uivr:l shorvs

tlrat living on thc cdgc of crrrotions leads to thc ull cncotn¡rassitrg light al thc c¡ld of a
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