Portfolio Assignment #3: Analytic Essay in response to a question for Henry Louis Gates Jr’s “In the Kitchen”

For this portfolio assignment take a look at an important question that comes up in the essay for you, something that seems to merit a more in-depth look, or take a look at some of the questions I have given below. Choose one question to analyze with respect to the essay “In the Kitchen”.  Your analysis will probably be 2-3 pages in length.          This analysis should include:

· an introduction posing the question with a thesis statement that answers it

· at least 2 body paragraphs that discuss parts of the question as you see them

· and a conclusion that solidifies your ideas about the question you tackled for this analysis.                                                                                                                                           

1- Gates is writing not only personally here, but also as a cultural historian. How does his focus on hair help you to understand African Americans plight at a particular time and place (the historic, stylistic, cultural, etc)? 

2- Gates’ writing style ranges from fairly formal to highly colloquial. Provide examples of these various levels of diction, and show how they work together to create a particular effect. What does he do with language and how does he do it? What effect does it have on greater meaning in this essay? 
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3- How does Gates use the double meaning of ‘the kitchen’ in his essay? What does it mean to have a domestic place where the family gathers to eat, where ‘mama… washed laundry” (42), and where children bathed used in conjunction with the most difficult part of the hair to tame? What does ‘the kitchen’ part of ones hair say about being “Unassimilably African” (42)?

4- “In the Kitchen” is almost certainly about hair, but when you read between the lines it becomes clear that it is also about how ‘good hair’ mirrors the pressures on African Americans in the 1950’s to assimilate. What is the pressure, where is it coming from and how is the larger metaphor of taming hair used to show this pressure?

5- Gates writes about his own “progression in black consciousness” (46) through his choice in hair products. Starting with strong hair greases aimed at making his hair flat and wavy, and ending up using “Afro-Sheen” which allowed his hair to do the opposite, by embracing his natural kink, though the older generations seemed to be holding onto their ideals of ‘good hair’ vs. ‘bad hair’. How is he showing the generational gap in the African American community? And what is he saying about the idea that “white hair is still considered ‘good’” (43), and black hair considered ‘bad’ for many? Does he cast blame in his essay? If yes, toward whom? If no, what argument is he making?
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