Option #1: Poetry Pastiches
What is a pastiche? 


--a literary, musical, or artistic piece that openly imitates the structures, techniques, devices, or motifs of another source or work; pastiches are sometimes, but not always, satirical

Description of Final Proeject:

· You will write (2) pastiches of your favorite poems that we studied in class. You will need to consider the form, structure, figurative language, diction, use of sound, imagery, etc. in the poem in order to create your own imitation of the poet’s style. 

· In addition, you will include an explanation of your stylistic choices for your pastiches, citing specific examples from each poem to support your decisions in your own original poems. Use the attached planning chart to help you with this written explanation.

Getting Started…
1. Choose the poems by Dickinson or Whitman you want to use as models for you own poetry—I suggest you choose poems you enjoyed talking about in class that you want to spend more time on.
2. Create a chart like the one on the other side to help you organize your ideas and plan out the structures and techniques you will need to incorporate into your own poem. This chart will serve as the basis for your 1-2 page written explanation—see below. 
3. Write your pastiche poem, paying careful attention to the literary devices Whitman used that you’re trying to imitate.

4. Write a 1-2 page explanation of your pastiche, explaining your authorial decisions:

· How did you attempt to incorporate the different literary techniques into your own poem? 
· Where do you see these techniques in the original poem, and where should we see them in your own poetry? 
· What was your reason for including these particular motifs, ideas, techniques, devices, etc?
· What is the effect on the reader of these techniques in your own poetry?

· Remember that you need to address at least (5) different literary techniques in your pastiche in order for the project to be considered complete
5. Staple the original poems, the completed pastiche poetry along with your written explanation and turn in as your final project for this unit.

	Literary feature in Whitman’s poem “This Compost”
	Effects on the reader
	How I can incorporate this feature into my poem

	Use of several rhetorical questions  in the opening stanzas of the poem
	Works to engage the reader in the speaker’s confusion and begs the reader to consider the answers or responses to the same questions the speaker is pondering
	I can use several rhetorical questions to set up a series of musings I want to explore throughout my poem—I will ask readers to consider their own perceptions or thoughts about these ideas as they read the opening lines of my poem and then provide my musings as well

	Listing of several examples of the ways that nature renews itself throughout the course of a year


	Makes the point that there are so many important examples of this idea that the reader is almost overwhelmed with the extensive list of them all


	When I want to make a particularly important point, I will list several more examples than is typically needed in order to prove my point that the evidence is momentous and cannot be ignored




Use this chart as a template for your own planning chart.
