Literature Circle Assignment Packet

Literature of the Americas—LOTA
Ms. Dearinger
Overview: Throughout our study of the novel Like Water For Chocolate, you will meet with your Literature Circle group. In order to prepare for each meeting, you need to read the assigned pages of the novel AND prepare to perform in your assigned role. Every student will have the opportunity to act in every role at some point over the next several weeks. Read the descriptions of each role below and make sure you are fully prepared to meet with your group each week. 

In addition, at the end of each Literature Circle meeting, everyone will respond to a Writing Prompt based on the novel. At the end of each meeting, all work, including writing prompts, will be placed in your group’s assigned folder and left in the classroom.

Description of Roles:

1. Discussion Director

· Prepare (5) higher-level discussion questions about the pages you read for homework to ask your group in your discussion (see the attached handout on Bloom’s Taxonomy of Questions)

· Lead the discussion with your own ideas and opinions, which you prepared before class.

· Make sure everyone is participating and invite quieter students to join in the discussion.

· Keep discussion on track and focused on the book.

· Direct other students to share their prepared roles.

· Be prepared to speak for your group when we return for whole class discussion.

2. Summarizer

· Prepare a brief, yet thorough, summary of the most important events of the assigned pages you read for that day.

· Read your summary aloud for your group when directed by the Discussion Director.

· Ask for feedback on anything you might have missed in your summary.
3.  Writing Prompt Creator
· Create a higher level analysis question about the chapters read for today’s circle

· Everyone will respond to this question in writing at the end of the literature circle.

· Use Bloom’s Taxonomy of Questioning on the back of this handout as a guide for creating questions

4. Illustrator

· Bring some type of illustration (drawing, photograph, downloaded image, clipping from magazine or newspaper, painting, etc) that illustrates some important aspect of the pages you read for today.
· Write a brief explanation/justification for why your chosen illustration is relevant and important.

· Share your illustration with your group when directed by the Discussion Director.
5. Passage Analyzer

· Choose (2) passages from the pages assigned for that day to share and discuss with your group.

· Write down your own analysis, opinions, and questions about the passages before class. 

· Read the passages aloud and share your ideas when directed to do so by the Discussion Director.

· Have page numbers ready so all group members can turn to the passages and follow along as you read.
Literature Circle Meeting #1
Student Name: ______________________________________

My assigned role: _____________________________________

Use the space below (or attach a separate sheet if you prefer) to complete the requirements for your assigned role, as described on the front page of this packet. 
Writing Prompt: Respond to the given writing prompt on the back of this page.

Write Prompt Here:

Literature Circle Meeting #2

Student Name: ____________________________________

My assigned role: _____________________________________

Use the space below (or attach a separate sheet if you prefer) to complete the requirements for your assigned role, as described on the front page of this packet. 

Writing Prompt: Respond to the given writing prompt on the back of this page.

Write Prompt Here:

Literature Circle Meeting #3

Student Name: _____________________________________

My assigned role: _____________________________________

Use the space below (or attach a separate sheet if you prefer) to complete the requirements for your assigned role, as described on the front page of this packet. 

Writing Prompt: Respond to the given writing prompt on the back of this page.

Write Prompt Here:

Literature Circle Meeting #4

Student Name: ______________________________________

My assigned role: _____________________________________

Use the space below (or attach a separate sheet if you prefer) to complete the requirements for your assigned role, as described on the front page of this packet. 

Writing Prompt: Respond to the given writing prompt on the back of this page.

Write Prompt Here:

Literature Circle Meeting #5

Student Name: ______________________________________

My assigned role: _____________________________________

Use the space below (or attach a separate sheet if you prefer) to complete the requirements for your assigned role, as described on the front page of this packet. 

Writing Prompt: Respond to the given writing prompt on the back of this page.

Write Prompt Here:

