LOTA Calendar of Classroom Activities and Assignments—Transcendentalism 
Emerson, Thoreau, Whitman, Dickinson, Chopin, and Gilman
Ms. Dearinger (Sheldon, room B7)
	   6

PD Day—

No School
	A  7

 *Gallery Walk of final Beloved projects

*Listen to eulogy of Toni Morrison

*Final encyclopedia reflection on novel

HW: None (
	B  8

*Introduction to Transcendentalism PPT

*Responding to excerpts from Emerson’s essay “Nature”

HW: Finish responses to Emerson’s “Nature”; wear warm clothes for our nature walk on Friday!


	C  9

No Class
	A  10
*Whole class nature walk

*Writing a Found Poem on our walk

HW: Bring your completed Found Poem to class on Monday


	B 13

*Debrief nature walk and Emerson’s “Nature

*Illustrating your Found Poem through watercolor

HW: Read and respond to analysis questions on Emerson’s “Self-Reliance”
	C  14

No Class
	A  15

*Small group discussion on HW reading of “Self Reliance”

*Begin working on Elements of Transcendental Thought handout

HW: Continue work on Elements of Transc. Handout


	B   16

*Discussion of relationship and connections between Emerson and Thoreau

*Read excerpts from Thoreau’s “Civil Disobedience” 

HW: Complete annotations on “Civil Disobedience” 
	C   17

No Class

	20

No School—

MLK Day
	A  21
*Read MLK’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and connect back to ideas of Civil Disobedience

HW: Personal story of civil disobedience—ready to share tomorrow 

	B  22
*Small group sharing of stories of civil disobedience

*Introduction to Emily Dickinson—imagination as a form of rebellion

HW: Read and annotate assigned Dickinson poem
	C  23
No Class
	A   24
*Whole class discussion of Dickinson poem

*Introduce jigsaw of (3) more Dickinson poems

HW: Annotate assigned poem for Jigsaw next class

	B  27

*Jigsaw discussion on Dickinson poems
HW: Read introduction to Walt Whitman 


	C   28
No Class

	A   29

*Whole class discussion on Whitman poems

*Connections to Civil War

HW: Comparison study of “I Hear America Singing” and “I, too, Sing America”


	B   30

*Small group activity with poems from homework by Whitman and Hughes

*Intro to Final Transcendentalism Projects

HW: Begin working on final projects
	  31

Midterm Grading Day-

No School



	February    C  3
No Class

	A  4

*Read Kate Chopin’s “The Story of an Hour” and discuss

*Begin reading “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

HW: Continue working on final Transcendentalism Project—due Friday

	B  5

*Finish reading “The Yellow Wallpaper” together and discuss dissent and rebellion through literature

HW: Continue working on final Transcendentalism Project—due Friday
	C  6

No Class

	A  7

Gallery Walk of Final Projects

HW: Food activity to prep for our next novel


