BELOVED FISHBOWL DISCUSSION RUBRIC

Speaker:______________________________
Reviewer:_____________________________

Directions: Listen carefully to your classmates as they discuss their assigned fishbowl questions. Pay special attention to your assigned student and evaluate him/her based on the following criteria. Simply circle or highlight the phrases in each category that BEST describe the participation of your student today. Then, add up their points and total them at the bottom of the page.

On the back of this rubric, answer the questions about your student’s performance giving SPECIFIC details from today’s discussion. I will use both the rubric and your comments to determine this student’s final grade for this assignment.

	         Level 

Criteria 
	Needs Improvement

(0 pts)
	Developing

(1 pt. each)
	Achieving

(2 pts. Each)
	Excelling

(3 pts.each)

	Speaking
	*Barely audible speaking voice
*Inappropriate language used often
*Doesn’t participate at all, or strays off topic regularly

*Regularly interrupts others who are talking

	*Difficult to understand/ too quiet or mumbling
*Language not always appropriate

*Participates once or twice

	*Clear speaking voice
*Attempts to use higher level vocabulary
*Talks at most opportunities


	*Eloquent and clear speaking voice

*Good use of sophisticated vocabulary

*Invites others to participate in discussion



	Listening
	*Not listening to others-interrupting or distracting others
*Never asks questions or follows up on others’ comments
*Spacing out/paying more attention to outsiders
	*Listening only sometimes but gets distracted
*Sometimes asks questions but not always on topic
*Now always following the discussion
	*Usually listening attentively
*Asks some follow-up questions *Attempts to give feedback
	*Always makes eye contact with others and listens attentively
*Asks thoughtful, provocative questions
*Gives interesting, relevant feedback to others’ comments

	Manners
	*Not paying attention when others are speaking

*Makes fun of others’ opinions

*Generally disruptive and annoying throughout the entire discussion
	*Only paying attention sometimes

*Makes fun or jokes at inappropriate times 

*Sometimes disruptive or annoying
	*Participates often and sometimes takes the lead
*Is respectful and sensitive to others’ comments
	*Doesn’t overtake the discussion, but is a leader from start to finish
*Is always sensitive and respectful to others’ comments

	Preparedness
	*Student has obviously not even read the assigned questions before today

*No notes, no new thoughts to contribute to discussion

	*Has a few notes

but not enough to contribute to discussion

*Not well prepared for today
	*Written notes used regularly

*Prepared for today 
	*Written notes help guide discussion and comments 

*Well prepared for today


Total Points: 
/30

Directions: Respond to these questions about your student’s performance today. Use specific examples from the discussion to support your evaluation.

1. Focus of Discussion – What was the major focus of the group’s discussion? What ideas or arguments did the group keep coming back to throughout the discussion? Did your student maintain the focus or get sidetracked by tangents or irrelevant comments? Explain.

2. Use of the Text – Did your student refer back to the text to support his/her ideas or arguments? How did he/she use the text to agree or disagree with other members of the discussion group?
3, Best Idea – What was the best idea presented by your student? Why do you think this comment or idea is worth noting?
4. Do Differently –What could the group have done differently to make this discussion more effective? What could your student have done individually to make this discussion more interesting or effective?

