Beloved Guided Dialogue Journal (Text Version #1)
Name:  __________________________________

	Passages and Questions
	Comments, Notes, Ideas, Questions

	1. “No more powerful than the way I loved her…more pulsating than the baby blood that soaked her fingers like oil” (5-6).

Why does Sethe call the baby “Beloved”? What is significant about the way Sethe bought Beloved’s gravestone?

2. “As for the rest, she worked hard to remember as close to nothing as was safe” (6).

How can memory be dangerous for an ex-slave?

3. (12-13) How does Sethe describe Sweet Home, Mr. Gardner, and the Sweet Home men? What do we learn about Halle and his mother?

4. “I got a tree on my back and a haint in my house…or leave us be”  (18)

What does this passage tell us about Sethe’s character and her role as a mother? How is her “tree” of scars of her back symbolic? What do trees symbolize?

5. “After I left you, those boys came in there and took my milk…into the branches of her chokecherry tree” (19-20).

What happened to Sethe? How does this form of rape destroy her right to being a mother? How does slavery also destroy mother’s rights?

6. (22-23) What is the haunting in the house? What is Paul D’s reaction to it?

7. “Sethe lay on her back, her head turned away from him…the “tree” lying next to him didn’t compare” (25-26).

This is the second time we read about trees and their significance to the characters. How does Paul D feel about trees? Why is he disgusted by Sethe’s clump of scars?

8. (27-28) Comment on the description of slave children as property. How does slavery rob women of their right to be mothers? How do slave mothers compensate for their lack of power over their own children?

9. “Sethe made a dress on the sly…How fine and loose and free” (31-33)

What is significant about Halle and Sethe’s wedding night? How is their love-making compared to the crops in the field?

10. “Denver’s secrets were sweet…salvation was as easy as a wish” 

( 34-35)

Describe Denver’s secret hiding space. What symbolism can you find in the description of this place? How are trees described here compared to the trees mentioned earlier in the novel?

11. Carefully read the flashback of Denver’s birth, a story she loves to hear her mother tell over and over. “Easily she stepped into the told story…anything dead coming back to life hurts” ( 36-42)

What animal is Denver compared to? What do you make of that comparison? 

What is your analysis of the way Denver comes into the world? How might her birth be an indication of the life she will lead as a child and then as an adult?

12. What is Sethe’s concept of rememory? How does this concept help you to understand the structure of this novel? (43-44)

13. “To Sethe, the future was a matter of keeping the past at bay. The “better life” she believed she and Denver were living was simply not that other one. The fact that Paul D had come out of “that other one” into her bed was better too; and the notion of  a future with him, or for that matter without him, was beginning to stroke her mind. As for Denver, the job Sethe had of keeping her from the past that was still waiting for her was all that mattered” (51).

How does Morrison personify the past in these opening chapters? How can the past be “alive” in the present? What happens when the past is ignored or not dealt with?


	


