Writing Introductions
General Opening Statement

(include title and author of work)
Overview of key ideas

(Preview ideas from topic sentences

3-4 sentences max)
   Thesis Statement

(1 complete sentence-concise argument 

for overall purpose of passage)
Throughout Annie Dillard’s memoir An American Childhood, the idea that childhood is a time of simple innocence and naiveté is questioned, criticized, and often rebuked.  Instead, Dillard presents distilled moments of her youth with such gravity and mature force that the reader is forced to consider the significance of the child’s perspective in matters often assumed to be only concern for adults. In fact, in many instances, Dillard’s ability to recount an important moment from her childhood succeeds in grounding her existence in that very moment, and reveals the child’s awareness of the world around her.  In this passage, Dillard examines one particular morning of her childhood in order to highlight the unique consciousness of the child’s mind and its unique ability to interact with the world in ways lost to adults. 

Writing Conclusions
· Answer the question "So What?" 

· Show your readers why this commentary is important-why are these ideas necessary for better understanding the text as a whole?
· Synthesize, don't summarize 

· Don't simply repeat things that were in your paper. They have read it. Show them how the points you made and the support and examples you used were not random, but fit together.  

Suggested Strategies

--Challenge the readers—ask them to apply your argument to their own lives or their own interpretations of the text

--Echo the introduction—use a similar style, tone, etc. that you used in the intro

--Look into the future—emphasize the significance of your argument within a larger context that will apply towards future interpretations of texts

--Pose thought-provoking questions (be careful with this one!)—ask readers to think about related issues or how your thesis applies generally to their interpretations, but don’t open up new questions you don’t have time to answer!

Strategies to avoid

· Beginning with an unnecessary, overused phrase such as "in conclusion," "in summary," or "in closing." Although these phrases can work in speeches, they come across as wooden and trite in writing.

· Stating the thesis for the very first time in the conclusion.

· Introducing a new idea or subtopic in your conclusion.

· Ending with a rephrased thesis statement without any substantive changes.

· Making sentimental, emotional appeals that are out of character with the rest of an analytical paper.

· Including evidence (quotations, statistics, etc.) that should be in the body of the paper.
