Beloved Guided Dialogue Journal (Part II and III)
Name:  __________________________________

	Passages and Questions
	Comments, Notes, Ideas, Questions

	50. Describe Stamp Paid’s feelings and about telling Paul D. about Sethe’s past. What regrets does he have? 

51. “What he heard, as he moved toward the porch, he didn’t understand…spirit willing; flesh weak” (202-203).

What sounds does Stamp Paid hear coming from 124 Bluestone Road? What do you make of this description?

52. “Those twenty-eight happy days…they stumbled and had to hold on tight, but nobody saw them fall” (204-206). 
What is symbolic about this ice-skating scene with the 3 women? What do you make of the repetition of the phrase “nobody saw them falling”?

53. “It was then, when Beloved finished humming, that Sethe recalled the click…” (207).

What has “clicked” in Sethe’s mind at this point? Why has it taken her so long?

54.”What I have to do is get in my bed and lay down….what a roaring” (211-213).

Why does Baby Suggs reject God in favor of colors in my final years of life? What do the colors do for her? Where does the red ribbon come from that Stamp Paid finds? 

55. “Obviously the hand-holding shadows she had seen on the road were not Paul D, Denver, ad herself, but “us three”…This here’s all there is and all there needs to be” (214-215). 

From this quotation through pg. 217, how does Morrison describe Sethe’s new life with Beloved and Denver? How has Beloved forced their isolation even further into 124?

56. “Clever, but schoolteacher beat him anyway to show him that definitions belonged to the definers—not the defined” (225).

How does this quotation relate to the overall themes of the novel? How do the “defined” characters struggle to redefine themselves?

57. (pg. 228) What does Sethe overhear schoolteacher saying to his nephews? What are they “studying”?

58. “She opened the door, walked in and locked it tight behind her….mixed in with the voices surrounding the house, recognizable but undecipherable to Stamp Paid, were the thoughts of the women of 124, unspeakable thoughts, unspoken” (234-235).

How have the women totally isolated themselves at this point in the novel? Why is this isolation necessary in confronting the past?

59. (pg. 236-241). Notice how the narrator shifts for this chapter—now Sethe is the narrator. What is she saying here? How coherent are her thoughts? What ideas does she seem to be obsessed with?

60. (pg. 242-247). Notice that the narrator shifts again, this time to Denver. What thoughts/ideas is Denver focused on here? How do her thoughts of her mother compare with those of her father? How do her feelings towards Beloved compare to her mother’s?

61. (pg. 248-252). And now, finally, Beloved narrates her chapter. Read this chapter first thinking of Beloved as the ghost of the murdered child; then read it again thinking of Beloved as the ghost of all those who died in the Middle Passage. How is the symbol of Beloved changing here? How might her character represent much more than just the spirit of one dead forgotten child?
162. (pg. 253-256). All three women narrate this chapter—see if you can figure out who is speaking during the dialogue. What are the voices saying here? What information is being exchanged between them?

63. “For years, Paul D believed schoolteacher broke into children what Garner had raised into men. And it was that that made them run off. Now, plagued by the contents of his tobacco tin, he wondered how much difference there really was between before schoolteacher and after. Garner called and announced them men—but only on Sweet Home, and by his leave. Was he naming what he saw or creating what he did not?” (260).

How does Paul D address this motif of naming and defining in this passage? How is he questioning his own identity as a man?

64. “The air gets sweet then…his heart, his brain, his penis, and his future” (266-267).

Describe Sixo’s death. Why is he laughing as he burns to death? How does slavery force people to define the value of their own lives?

65. “Let me tell you how I got my name..I changed my name” (274-275).

Describe how Stamp Paid got his name—what is the significance of his renaming process?

166. “A shudder ran through Paul D…Why? Why? Why? Why? Why?” (277).

Comment on these final sentences of Part II of the novel. How would you characterize Paul D at this point? What question does he want answered here?

67. Notice that the opening sentence of each part of the novel personifies the house: 124 was spiteful, 124 was loud, 124 was quiet. What do you make of these opening sentences? What does each foreshadow about the events that are about to occur?

68. “But it was Beloved who made demands. Anything she wanted she got, and when Sethe ran out of things to give her, Beloved invented desire” (283). 

How has Denver’s role changed in the family? What responsibilities has she taken over now that Sethe is consumed with pleasing Beloved? What does Beloved seem to want?

69. “The job she started out with, protecting  Beloved from Sethe, changed to protecting her mother from Beloved…she would have to leave the yard; step off the edge of the world, leave the two behind and go ask somebody for help” (286).

How have Beloved’s demands affected Sethe both physically and emotionally? Why is Denver scared for her mother? Why is Denver the only one who can save her mother from the past?

70. “The bigger Beloved got, the smaller Sethe became; the brighter Beloved’s eyes, the more those eyes that used never to look away became slits of sleeplessness…while Beloved ate up her life, took it, swelled up with it, grew taller on it. And the older woman yielded it up without a murmur” (294-295).

How does this passage describe the symbolic process of being consumed with the past? How is the past destroying Sethe? What is it taking from her? What do you make of the fact that Beloved is taking the shape of a pregnant woman?

71. “Some brought what they could and what they believed would work…he is looking at her” (303-309).

--Why is it so significant that the black women of the community are the ones who need to get rid of Beloved? What power do they hold as a community to confront the past together?

--What is symbolic about the fact that Sethe is breaking a lump of ice when the women arrive?

--Analyze the final scene from this chapter. What flashback is Sethe having when she steps out onto the porch? Why does she finally decide to leave Beloved behind and run towards the women with Denver?

72. After Beloved disappears, both Paul D and Here Boy return to 124. How is the house described differently now than previously in the novel?

73. Why did Sethe go after Mr. Bodwin with the ice pick? Who stops her from attacking him? 

74. What is the last image anyone sees of Beloved before she disappears? (315).

75. How does Paul D return to 124? Why has he come back? (321).

76. “Sethe,” he says, “me and you, we got more yesterday than anybody. We need some kind of tomorrow. He leans over and takes her hand. With the other he touches her face. “You your best thing, Sethe. You are.” His holding fingers are holding hers. “Me? Me” (322).

What is so powerful about this passage? Who did Sethe used to think were her “best things”? 

77. Read the final two pages of the novel (323-324). 

--What is your final interpretation of Beloved? 

--What/Who does she represent? Is it more than one thing?

--What do you make of the repeated sentence: “It was not a story to pass on”?


	


