Beloved Guided Dialogue Journal

Name:  __________________________________

	Passages and Questions
	Comments, Notes, Ideas

	14.  “Risky, thought Paul D, very risky. For a used-to-be-slave woman to love anything that much was dangerous…little love left over for the next one” (54)
What does Paul D mean with this statement? How does it relate to our previous discussions of motherhood in the novel?

15. At the end of this chapter, the three of them go to the carnival, and Sethe notices that their shadows appear to be holding hands. 

“And on the way home, although leading them now, the shadows of three people still held hands” (59)

How might this image foreshadow what is to come in the novel? 

Is this image of them as a family believable? Or too good to be true?

16. “A fully dressed woman walked out of the water…roped into the masses of black yarn under her hat” (60-62)

How is Beloved described at the start of this chapter? What unusual details are provided about her appearance? What do you make of these details?
17. “Beloved looked at the sweet bread in Denver’s hands….If there had been an open latch between them, it would have closed” (66-67).

Does Beloved’s love of sugar and sweets remind you of anything from earlier in the novel? How has Beloved’s entrance into their lives affected the relationship between Denver and Paul D?

18. How do Sethe’s stories “feed” Beloved’s thirst for knowledge? What types of stories does she seem to want to hear? What is significant about the diamond earrings?

19. What information do we learn about Sethe’s own mother and her relationship with her? (72-75)

20. “Beloved was shining and Paul D didn’t like it…they found her asleep on the stump” (76).

What does this passage mean? How is Paul D reacting to Beloved’s presence in the house?
21. Paul D is suspicious of Beloved, and at this very moment she chokes on a raisin. What do you make of this scene?  (79-80)
22. What new information does Paul D give Sethe about her husband Halle? Why is this information so upsetting to her? (80-81).

23. “Sethe opened the front door and sat down…no butter play would change that” (pg. 83-84)

How does Sethe describe her memory in this passage? What is the human brain and memory compared to? Why is the theme of re-memory so crucial to understanding this novel?

24. “The roosters…I was something else and that something was less than a chicken sitting in the sun on a tub” (85-86).

Why does the sight of Mister, the rooster, bother Paul D so much? What does Mister symbolize for him?

25. At the end of this chapter, Paul D’s tobacco tin is described. What does his tobacco tin represent? How does he “use” it to “start the day’s serious work of beating back the past”? (86)

26. “It’s a tree, Lu. A chokecherry tree…that’s pretty. Denver. Real pretty” (93-100)

Describe the details of Denver’s birth as she tells them to Beloved. How is motherhood portrayed in this scene? What is so significant about Denver’s name?

	


