Beloved Guided Dialogue Journal

Name:  __________________________________

	Passages and Questions
	Comments, Notes, Ideas, Questions

	39. “Beloved went on probing her mouth with her fingers…piling itself, burying itself. Higher. Deeper” (157-158).

What do you make of this scene where Beloved pulls out her own tooth? What does this action represent? How does the snow symbolize the isolation that Beloved’s presence has created?

40. “From Denver’s two thrilled eyes it grew to a feast for ninety people… she didn’t like the look of” (161-163).
What Biblical story is this scene an allusion to? What is the “something dark” that is coming the day after this feast?

41. “It made them furious…he was with her, everywhere” (162-164).
Why are the other black people in town jealous of Baby Suggs? How is her life different from theirs?

42. Throughout the novel, the Gardners are described as being the “nicest” slaveowners around—they treat their slaves like men. Is there such thing as a “nice” slave owner? What is the danger in making people like the Gardners out to being “not that bad”?
43. “She fixed on that and her own brand of preaching…that she didn’t like the look of at all At all” (173).

How might the coming of Schoolteacher to reclaim Sethe and her children be viewed as “punishment” for Baby Suggs’s pride? What exactly to her neighbors disapprove of?

44. “When the four horsemen came…the nigger with the flower in her hat entered” (174-178).

Here is the scene where Sethe’s murder of Beloved is finally retold. What is the allusion to the “four horsemen” at the beginning of the passage? What details of this scene are most striking to you? How does Morrison use various literary techniques to capture the mood and emotion of this scene?

45. “It’s time to nurse your youngest…stiff, like rigor mortis” (179-180)

What is the connection we now know of between Denver and her sister? What does Baby Suggs seem to think is the reason they are being punished again?
46. (181-186) What is Paul D’s reaction to hearing about Sethe’s crime from Stamp Paid? 

47. “Sethe knew that the circle she was making around the room, him, the subject, would remain one…it scared him” (192-193).

Why does Sethe have such a difficult time explaining to Paul D what she did and her reasons for it?

48. “Your love is too thick,” he said, thinking, That bitch is looking at me; she is right over my head looking down through the floor at me.

    “Too thick? She said, thinking of the Clearing where Baby Suggs’ commands knocked the pods off horse chestnuts. Love is or it ain’t. Thin love ain’t love at all” (194).

Analyze this part of the conversation between Sethe and Paul D. What does is show about each character?

49. “You got two feet, Sethe, not four…so long, she murmured from the far side of the trees” (194-195).

What does Paul D mean with this comment? Why does he leave 124?


	


