Beloved Guided Dialogue Journal

Name:  __________________________________

	Passages and Questions
	Comments, Notes, Ideas, Questions

	27.  Describe the Clearing and the events that go on there, led by Baby Suggs. How is Baby Suggs described? What role does she play in the Black community? (101-105)
28. “Baby Suggs kissed her on the mouth and refused to let her see the children..who reached for them over and over again” (109-111).

How does Baby Suggs play the role of mother to Sethe here? What is the significance of the repeated phrase “crawling-already? girl”?

29. “Just the fingers…she leaned over and kissed the tenderness under Sethe’s chin” (112-115)

What is happening in this scene? Does this moment foreshadow Beloved’s true intentions for her return? What should we make of the motif of “choking” in the novel?

30.“Denver watched the faces of the other two…Beloved so agitated she behaved like a two-year old” (115-116)

Does Sethe realize who Beloved is? What is her reaction? How does she seem to feel about her return?

31. How is the relationship between Beloved and Denver changing? Analyze the conversation between them in this chapter (119).

32. “She never went back…pulled up the quilt and left them to hold that thought forever” (121-123).

When one of Denver’s classmates asks her if her mother is the one who killed her daughter, Denver loses her hearing. What do you make of the symbolism of that event? What brings back her hearing eventually?

33. Describe Paul D.’s time spent on the chain gang in Alfred, Georgia. How does he describe the relationships between the slaves? What happens to him there that forces him to “close his tobacco tin” and never let it open again? How does he eventually escape? (125-132)
34. “That way” he said, pointing. “Follow the trees…by the time he got to 124 nothing in this world could pry it open” (132-133).

Analyze the significance of the trees in this passage—how does it contribute to our previous conversations about this motif?

35. “She moved him…red heart, red heart, red heart” (134-136).

What kind of effects is Beloved having on Paul D? If Beloved is symbolic of the past, what do you make of this scene with Paul D?
36.“This day they are outside…she is smiling again” (142-146)

How is the relationship between Denver and Beloved changing? If Beloved symbolizes the past and memories of slavery that cannot be forgotten, what do you make of the scene where Beloved seems to disappear and Denver can’t see her anymore?

37. On pages 149-153, Paul D makes up his mind to tell Sethe about his sexual relationship with Beloved. What happens in this scene? How does Beloved react when she sees the two of them together, apparently forgetting about her?

38. “Unless carefree, motherlove was a killer” (155)

Analyze the meaning of this quote, considering everything we’ve talked about concerning motherhood through the course of the novel. 


	


