The Painted Drum

By Louise Erdrich
Passage Journal
Directions: Throughout our study of the novel, we will spend time examining important passages, some chosen by me and others by you. Analyze each passage thoughtfully and thoroughly—analysis may be related to themes, character development, symbolism, cultural context, or an examination of how the author utilizes literary devices. Be prepared to share your thoughts in our daily class discussions of the novel.

Part I: Chapter 1 (pg. 3-26)
	Quotations from novel
	Thoughtful Literary Analysis (i.e. NOT plot summary)

	1. “I’m always curious about the stones that Kurt chooses for possible use. I inspect the ones he’s kept and I think I know, sometimes, what it is about them that draws him…I suppose I love Kurt for his ability to see that essence, the character of the rock. Only, I wish sometimes that I were stone. Then he would see me as I am. Peach-colored granite with flecks of angry mica…Do I right myself? This is not an aesthetic choice” (7).

2. “In the Eykes’ packed-earth yard, a dog was tied for many years, a lovely creature part German shepherd and part husky; one eye brown and one blue. The dog was never taken off the short chain that bound it to the trunk of a tree. It lived in that tiny radius through all weathers, lived patiently, enduring each dull moment of its life, showing no hint of going mean…That is one failure I regret, having to do with the Eykes, for all of us on the road were to pay for what was done to that creature” (12-13).

3. “Davan had used his father’s crossbow to kill the raven… In some fascination, Davan was watching it struggle on the shaft of the arrow, the point driven into the earth.

   Krahe walked over and bent to the bird. He snapped the arrow’s point off and drew the shaft tenderly, terribly, from the bird’s body. For a moment the raven sprawled, limp, and addled, on the ground, and then it gathered itself. The two humans watched as the bird simply walked away from them and entered the woods to die” (Erdrich 16). 
4. “That dog’s maple grew great patches of liver-colored moss and dropped dead limbs. The dog was killing it. Shit-poisoned, soaked with urine at the base…perhaps that step, the paw meeting grass, rang down the spine of the dog, fed such new light into its brain, that she could not contain the barrage of information” (17-18).

5.


	-



Part 1: Chapter 4 (pg. 76-94)

	Quotations from novel
	Thoughtful Literary Analysis (i.e. NOT plot summary)

	1 . “So the spiders wait. I am careful not to disturb their quiet weavings. I watch each spider closely, admire its curved and tapered legs. They are black with hot yellow death’s heads on their bellies. They are patient with the gravity of their intent. Of their means of survival they’ve made these elegant webs, their beauty a by-product of their purpose. Which causes me to wonder, my own purpose on so many days as humble as the spider’s, what is beautiful that I make? What is elegant? What feeds the world? (77). 
2. “Here is my real history: a father I loved and feared, a sister I simply loved, the loss of both, then mother and I together. There were hospital stays, jobs that never quite took, loves that foundered. I always came back. The relief of returning to live with my mother got stronger every time. There was always the pleasure of constructing a secure and orderly design to our days…Of course, there is now Kurt, who is his suffering has become dangerously close. But the important thing, I think now, is to preserve what Elsie and I have made between us. Our breakfasts and dinners. Our net of small doings. Our thank-you notes. Our web. Our routine. Which is about to be disturbed” (79).
3. “But then afterward, as my father, in his office, faced the lonely task of counting up his polite rejection slips from mystified editors, and rebundling his manuscript and sending it back out, she began to leave us. She took long buying trips and when she came home she was distracted, her attention had lifted from us. We could feel it. We had to call her over and over to get her to answer a question. We had to pester her and pull on the hem of her skirt or the fabric of her dress to get her to listen. These are times a child remembers very clearly—the absence of the two of them. The clearing around my sister and me” (91). 
4. “ I lost my balance and dove straight for my father, who stepped aside. I landed on my back just next to his legs and I remember in that endless time, windless, before I could breathe, looking up into the branches and seeing her. I could see in my sister’s face that she’d seen our father let me fall. She stared down at me with great concentration and then she stepped off the branch. Our father tried to catch her and stumbled over me. She landed next to him, I didn’t see where. I think that I heard my father shriek at me. Don’t you move, Faye, don’t you ever move, I’ll kill you myself, and then he was running across the field with her” (93). 
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