AVID Syllabus (Connors), 2019-2020
Instructor: Ms. Sara Connors
   Email: Connors_s@4j.lane.edu
Class website: blogs.4j.lane.edu/connors_s/
Please save this handout in the AVID section of your binder – use it as a guide to knowing classroom and curriculum expectations and policies. You may detach and turn in the attached page.
AVID: AVID is an elective college preparatory program that will prepare you to attend a four-year college when you graduate from high school. The goal of this class is to help you develop the study skills necessary to be qualified to take college preparatory classes in high school to ensure enrollment in a four-year college, to be academically successful in those college preparatory classes, and to successfully complete all college eligibility requirements.

Ipads and Nearpod: Cal Young has invested in an iPads for all students.  Students are expected to arrive with their iPads charged and ready to go.  I use an app in my classroom known as Nearpod.  This app allows instant feedback from  students via their iPads.

Students are expected to sign in to Nearpod and use the app during class.  Should a student forget their iPad, it is their responsibility to answer all questions asked on paper.  That paper must include the days date and be turned in at end of class.    They will also receive an iPad strike and may be asked to come in during lunch or after school to make up missed work.  Students who do not have their iPad and don’t answer the questions during class may NOT make up missed points for those questions.  Students who are absent will be excused from those in class questions.

Class Culture: Our class is a community of learners where everyone is valued. As such, it will be crucial that we respect each other, share our knowledge and strengths with each other, and provide a caring and supportive environment that will help everyone grow I expect all students to support the learning environment and follow the class rules.
Grading:  All work in the AVID elective class that is worth points that are averaged for a final grade. There are four categories that assess different skills essential for college.

· Writing/Reading- Includes Cornell notes, essays, learning logs, text annotations, etc.

· Inquiry -Includes Socratic seminars, class discussions, research projects, etc.



· Collaboration –Includes tutorials, community service projects
· Organization – Includes binder checks, grade checks 
Office Hours

Grading Scale

Class Rules




Wed. and Thurs. 
A = 100% – 90%
• Listen and Follow Directions

8:15-8:45

B = 89% – 80%
• Raise your hand before speaking or leaving your seat


C = 79% – 70%
• Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself




D = 60% - 69%
• Respect your classmates and your teacher

Required Materials:
#1) A binder with an “AVID” section including additional, college-ruled paper 
#2) Writing Supplies: Pencil, Pen, and Highlighters

#3) Resources for Tutorial – This includes books, iPad to access online resources, your notes and past assignments.
Binders: Keeping a specifically organized binder is required of all AVID students. It will become one of your most important tools for academic success. You should use a three ring binder. You will need a subject divider for your weekly planner, and each of your classes, including AVID. You will also keep focused notes and all assignments. Your binder will be regularly checked and graded.
Absences/ Tardies: If you are absent, please download missing work from the class website or request hard copies in class. It will be your responsibility to request any work you have missed. 
You are considered tardy if you are not in your seat with your materials ready when the bell rings. 

Respect and Responsibility Expectations: It is up to us to create an environment where students are able to explore ideas freely, launch into all modes of learning, receive specific and honest feedback, and share ideas with a caring audience. Allow for others to share their work and opinions in a positive environment so that you too may share your own.  I expect all students to support the academic environment.
Communication: Parents, you will receive periodic classroom updates via email and posted on the class website. Please check student planners or the Cal Young Website for homework assignments. Please call or email with questions or concerns. Your questions and any concerns will be addressed promptly. Feel free to stop by the classroom as well.   I look forward to a wonderful and successful school year.
………………………..AVID Syllabus Acknowledgement………………………………………………………

I have read and understand the AVID syllabus and agree to the classroom rules and procedures.
Student Name_____________________   Student Signature ________________________Date_____________
Parent/Guardian Name and Signature ______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Contact information: 

Phone number ________________________ E-Mail Address _________________________

