
Request for face 
covering 

exemption

Manifestion 
Determination:

If a student refuses to wearing 
a face covering as a defiant 

behavior, teams can consider 
the need to follow the 

manifestation determination 
process.                             

See your SSD administrator.    

- Offering different types of face coverings and face shields that may meet the needs of the student. 
- Additional instructional supports to effectively wear a face covering. 
- Provision of instruction in smaller cohorts with additional physical space. 
- Provide spaces away from peers while the face covering is removed; students should not be left alone or unsupervised. 
- Short periods of the educational day that do not include wearing the face covering, while following the other health strategies to reduce the 

spread of disease. 
- If need be, consider provision of in-home instruction services, related services, and/or accommodations. 
- Are there phased-in approaches that can lead to alignment with requirements over time? 
- Some accommodations may be temporary as students adjust, such as gradually increasing time in-person, or utilizing designated locations for 

?face mask and covering breaks.? 
- Consider the need to: increase sanitation, review PPE needs, next steps for transportation
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Hold a meeting to create a mask wearing step up plan.  
Make revisions to present levels or annual goals to reflect 

the child?s current circumstances

If team determines the student needs support:

Ensure parent participation to extent required for IEP meetings
Document any adaptation, accommodation, and/or modification that is determined necessary 
within the student?s IEP/IFSP, 504 plan, Student Health plan, or a Student COVID19 Mitigation plan. 
Documentation must include these detail and be reflected in the PLAAFP, accommodations (including a Mask Step Up Plan     
if a student does not have a Physician's order), and a goal:
- Use data to determine adaptations, accommodations &/or modifications of face covering requirements
- The specific requirement(s) that cannot be met for and/or with this student due to the unique needs that arise from the nature of their disability.
- For each requirement listed, the specific disability-related reasons it cannot be met. 
- The reasonable accommodations that have been attempted with this student to meet these requirements.
-  Documentation showing the plan has been agreed upon or approved by required parties. 
-  Process for review and update of COVID-19 adaptations, accommodations, or modifications.

For a full description of the Face Covering 
Supplemental Guide from ODE visit:

Face Coverings 

Team can 
consider the 

following:

Team MUST 
consider the 

following:

IEP team supports the child's ability to meet the face covering requirement rather than a full exemption: Review relevant info to inform team decision; consider 
unique needs of student.                                                                                                                                                                                              

Where the team determines that a student eligible for, or receiving services under, a 504/IEP/IFSP, is able to wear a face covering but is choosing not to, and that 
choice is not related to their disability or medical circumstances, that child should be treated in the same manner as a similarly situated general education student 

without medical concerns who chooses not to wear a face covering.

Team determines how to 
support the student's access 

to FAPE

Physician's Order: Due to existing 
medical conditions or other health 

related concerns 

Does not 
require mask 
step up plan 

No Physician's Order but 
student needs support

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Face%20Covering%20Supplemental%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Face%20Covering%20Supplemental%20Guidance.pdf
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