
Families Connected 
 

Families Connected supports families 

throughout Lane County. From the Cascade 

mountain range to the sandy dunes of    

Florence, Families Connected collaborates 

with school districts, community businesses, 

service organizations, civic leaders and         

government agencies to help influence           

positive change in local communities.  

The Arc’s Families Connected 



Our Programs 

Dinner Night 

This is a monthly gathering for families,       
typically held the third Thursday of every 
month. Families join together, socialize and 
enjoy a delicious dinner. There is usually a 
topic-based meeting on a subject requested 
by families. Families Connected provides    
dinner and childcare at no cost to families. 

Family Fun Events 

These events take place both weekly and 
monthly at various places in the community, 
like parks, indoor pools, gymnastic studios and 
bowling alleys. Families Connected               
coordinates the rental of the space, enabling 
families to gather in a safe and nurturing 
space. Depending on the location, there may 
be a nominal fee for these events. 

Recreation Co-ops 

The recreation co-op is offered during the 
spring and summer months. The co-op plans                  
opportunities for families to explore and     
engage in a variety of recreational activities 
within the community. The overall goal is to 
bring families together, outside of their homes 
to enjoy fun, accessible community events. 
Some previous co-op activities have included 
participation in the Dirty Dash, outdoor water 
play at Clearwater park and day trips to area 
attractions, like Discovery Village in Salem.  
 

Other Activities 
 

Families Connected also supports families in   
other areas, like: 

 Advocacy 

 Trainings and workshops 

 Accessing resources 

 Person-centered planning 

 Seasonal community events 

How to Get Involved 

 Join the Families Connected Network 

 Participate in scheduled events 

 Volunteer at events or join a committee 

 Contribute supplies or sponsor an        
activity 

 Like us on Facebook                                           
www.facebook.com/
familiesconnectedcommunitycalendar 

 

 

Our Mission 

Created by families for families, the mission of    
Families Connected is to reduce isolation and 
build community connections for families  
raising a child with a developmental disability.  

Families Connected recognizes the strengths 
and unique gifts of people who experience 
disabilities and promotes active participation 
of individuals who experience a disability in all 
facets of life. We believe in supporting       
families in ways that fosters family                 
empowerment, promotes high expectations 
and encourages active and fulfilling lives in       
community. 

Families Connected develops partnerships 
with businesses, civic leaders, service          
providers, educators and community            
organizations to make a difference in the lives 
of individuals with developmental disabilities 
and their families.   

 

 

 

 

Families Connected is a member of the       
Oregon Consortium of Family Networks.  


