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Team,

Oregon’s Governor made an unexpected announcement today about schools reopening that 
may cause some anxiety and uncertainty. We want to share information about what the Governor has 
directed and what it means for us. 

Governor Brown noted, ”Thanks to the smart choices Oregonians have made, our COVID-19 numbers 
have declined. … The science is very, very clear: with proper safety measures in place, there is a low 
risk of COVID-19 transmission in school. Oregon parents can be confident about sending their children 
back to a classroom learning environment.”

She announced that all Oregon schools will return to in-person instruction in a hybrid or on-site model by 
or before the week of March 29 for grades K–5 and by or before the week of April 19 for grades 6–12, if 
their county is within the state’s advisory health metrics. Comprehensive distance learning will continue 
to be available as an option for families who prefer to keep learning online from home. 

This is very similar to the timeline already planned for our students’ return to school 
buildings in 4J. Our expected schedule meets this directive at most grade levels. The one difference is 
in grades 2–5, which we have planned to begin hybrid the following week.

We are considering what this will mean for our elementary hybrid rollout schedule and our path going 
forward, and awaiting more detailed information in the Governor’s written executive order to come soon 
and updated guidance from the Oregon Department of Education later. We will share updates in the 
coming week.

I want to reassure you that 4J will continue to center the health, safety and wellbeing of our students, 
staff and community in our protocols for and decisions about on-site learning. 

Thank you for your continued commitment as we navigate these challenging and changing times, 
together.

Cydney 

-- 
Cydney Vandercar
Interim Superintendent
Eugene School District 4J 



From : Cydney Vandercar <vandercar_c@4j.lane.edu>
Sender : admin_super <admin_super-bounces@4j.lane.edu>
Subject : [admin_super] Governor’s Announcement

To : admin super <admin_super@4j.lane.edu>

Zimbra chinn@4j.lane.edu

[admin_super] Governor’s Announcement

Fri, Mar 05, 2021 04:47 PM

Admin team, 

We know that Governor Brown’s unexpected announcement about schools reopening may be causing 
some uncertainty and anxiety in buildings.  

Governor Brown announced today that: 
• All Oregon schools will return to in-person instruction in a hybrid or on-site model by or before the week 
of March 29 for grades K–5 and by or before the week of April 19 for grades 6–12, if their county is 
within the state’s advisory health metrics. 
• Comprehensive distance learning will continue to be available as an option for families who prefer to 
keep learning online from home. 
• ODE and OHA will issue updated guidance for schools by March 19. We do not yet know what 
changes this may include. 

The Governor’s timeline for school reopening is very similar to what is already planned for our students’ 
return to school buildings in 4J. 

The one place where some change may be needed to meet the Governor’s directive is grades 2–5, 
which we have planned to begin hybrid the following week. We’ll be considering what this means for our 
hybrid rollout schedule and our path going forward. 

Your director will be reaching out to you with updates in the coming days. 

I’ll also share a update to all staff in an email shortly. 

We do indeed live in interesting times. I’m glad to be in this together with all of you!

-- 
Cydney Vandercar
Interim Superintendent
Eugene School District 4J
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NEWS RELEASE

March 5, 2021

Media Contact:
Charles Boyle, 503-931-7773

Governor Kate Brown Announces Return to
In-Person Instruction for Oregon Public

Schools
School districts will return to full or hybrid in-person instruction on or 
before the weeks of March 29 for grades K-5, April 19 for grades 6-12
(Salem, OR) — Governor Kate Brown announced today she will be issuing an executive 
order to return Oregon public school students to the classroom. In a letter to the Oregon 
Health Authority and the Oregon Department of Education, she directed all Oregon public 
schools to offer universal access to in-person instruction on or before the weeks of March 
29 for K-5 students and April 19 for students in grades 6-12.

"Thanks to the smart choices Oregonians have made, our COVID-19 numbers have 
declined. All but six counties now meet or exceed Oregon’s advisory metrics for a return to 
in-person, hybrid learning for all K-12 grade levels,” said Governor Brown. "And, five of 
those counties meet the advisory metrics for a return to elementary school."

“The science is very, very clear: with proper safety measures in place, there is a low risk of 
COVID-19 transmission in school. Oregon parents can be confident about sending their 
children back to a classroom learning environment.”

After the weeks of March 29 and April 19, all public schools in Oregon will operate under 
either a fully on-site or a hybrid instructional model when counties meet or exceed 
Oregon’s advisory COVID-19 metrics. Individual students or parents who want to remain in 
comprehensive distance learning, or who have health needs, may do so. Comprehensive 
distance learning for all will be an option for school districts when community transmission 
rates of COVID-19 warrant a transition, as determined by state or local public health 
directives. No later than March 19, the Oregon Health Authority and Oregon Department of 
Education will issue updated guidance to match the directives set out by the Governor.

Continued Governor Brown: “Closing schools in Oregon is a decision I will never forget. 
Parents, educators, school staff, but especially students have come so far while navigating 
the challenges of this pandemic. Welcoming students back to every school across Oregon 
will be a milestone worth celebrating."

###

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12gKNRtAao3L46Hc7G5eDu5hY2bJwlErT/view

