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Hi there - I am going to copy a release that went to SSD families two weeks ago or so as I
have had a few people ask. As I am sure you can imagine, I got some nice comments back
and some families who ripped me apart, but...communication all the same! Anyway, just so
you know....

Hello 4J families:
As we get ready to embark on a new year, many families have questions about
what school will look like for students with special needs and how Individualized
Education Plans (IEPs) will be met.

All 4J schools will start the school year on September 14 with comprehensive
distance learning (online learning) for the first trimester, through December 4.
There will be some limited, targeted on-site supports for some individual
students or small groups, but not regular classes or full grade levels attending
school in person. On December 7 or later, depending on public health
conditions, schools may resume in-person instruction in a hybrid of on-site and
online learning. That decision will be made in November.

We want you to know that the district is working diligently to develop plans for all
of our students and any information regarding what is happening with schools
districtwide also applies to your student. This is the base. Students receiving
special education services have a support layer added that is above and beyond
what their general education peers receive.

We have workgroups meeting daily to develop more concrete plans for our
students on IEPs. We learned a lot from the emergency distance learning last
spring and there are silver linings that have come out of that work, including
strong collaboration with our general education teachers.While we are
continually working on districtwide plans, we also recognize that each child has
individual needs that will need to be addressed in their IEP. Your child’s special
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education teacher or case manager will be contacting you within the first few
weeks after they return to work in September to discuss your student’s IEP and
a plan for what additional services we will be providing your student in the fall.

We know that the return to learning during the pandemic will be challenging for
many, and every parent has concerns about how your child’s needs will be met
and how they will engage in distance learning. Thank you for your patience as
we work through this process, and please know we are working to prepare for
the fall and to be ready to welcome your child into their classroom from a
distance.

The district has posted answers to frequently asked questions on the website,
including a section specific to students with IEPs. There are a lot of plans in the
works and the FAQ is frequently updated, so please visit the
page, www.4j.lane.edu/coronavirus/questions, to be updated on the progress we are
making.

I also will be starting a monthly parent newsletter that will help keep you
informed of things happening with special education and 4J’s Student Services
Department—look for that to come out soon!

We are excited to see your kids, and excited to continue to move forward for
positive outcomes for all of our students. Know that we are here for each of you
and look forward to working with you to provide the best possible education for
your child this fall.

Be well and stay healthy,
Kat Lange
Student Services Director
Eugene School District 4J

Katherine Lange
Student Services Director
Eugene School District 4J
Office: 541-790-7828
Email: lange_k@4j.lane.edu
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