
“I Never Thought About It That Way!”
Supporting Critical Thinking Through Philosophical Inquiry   

A Public Forum for Teachers, Students, Parents and Administrators, K-12.

May 20th and 21st, 2016 - Education Center, District 4J Schools
200 N. Monroe St., Eugene, Oregon

Friday Evening May 20th, Auditorium

5:00-6:00 p.m.    Registration.  Beverages and pastries provided.
    Meet event organizers and participants. 

6:00-6:45  p.m.    Keynote:  How to Be a Rebel:  Should philosophy be a collaborative endeavor 
          or a critical one?  Should philosophy be used to teach values or to question 

     them? Or is there another way?           
     Peter Worley, Co-founder of The Philosophy Foundation and leading 

           author of philosophical inquiry curriculum.  London, England. 

6:45-7:45 p.m.    Interactive panel discussion.   Panel members will include:  Peter Worley,  
    Sara Goering, Center for Philosophy for Children, University of Washington, 
    and Paul Bodin, Instructor for “Teaching Children Philosophy”, U. Oregon.

Saturday May 21st

8:30-9:00 a.m.      Registration.    Beverages and pastries provided.

Concurrent Sessions I - 9:00-10:30 a.m.   “Experiencing a Philosophical Discussion”

Parr Room.    “I Am the Dog”:  Demonstration of a 3rd grade philosophical discussion using 
    a children’s picture book as a philosophical prompt.  

Children will explore topics like quality of life judgments, higher and lower pleasures, animal rights, and more.  
Led by Sara Goering, University of Washington’s Center for Philosophy for Children, with third graders from 
Edison Elementary School, District 4J.  Followed by a question-and-answer period moderated by Caroline 
Lundquist from the U.O. Philosophy Department.

    
Auditorium.      An Introduction to Philosophical Inquiry as practiced by The Philosophy 

     Foundation  - Demonstration of a 4th-5th grade philosophical discussion.
Peter Worley will run a 45 minute to one-hour philosophical inquiry session with upper elementary students, 
demonstrating his questioning techniques and teaching strategies. Afterwards, participants will get an opportunity to 
find out more about the techniques and theory behind these strategies in a question-and-answer session moderated 
by Dana Rognlie.



Tower Room.     “Who Gains and Who Loses?”  Demonstration of an 8th grade philosophical 
   discussion focusing on environmental philosophy.  

Young adults will explore questions like, “Is pollution an inevitable result of our need to produce and use things?  
What are the costs as well as the benefits to consumption?”  Led by Paul Bodin, instructor at the University of 
Oregon Philosophy Department, with eighth graders from Spencer Butte and Monroe Middle Schools in Eugene 
District 4J.    Joined by Professor Ted Toadvine, Environmental Studies and Philosophy Departments at the U.O.   
Followed by a question-and-answer period moderated by Kimberley Parzuchowski.

Concurrent Sessions II - 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  
“The Nuts & Bolts of a Philosophical Inquiry Curriculum”  

Parr Room.     “Using Picture Books as Prompts for Philosophical Discussions”  
As a follow-up to Session I, Sara Goering will show how a wide variety of picture books for young readers can be 
used to prompt philosophical discussions, with attention to how to effectively facilitate them with children.

Auditorium.      “Philosophical Inquiry:  Questioning Strategies and Techniques to Deepen 
     Thinking, Provoke Thoughts and Develop Arguments.”

Peter Worley will demonstrate a 20 minute session with participants, then take them through the central strategies, 
the main techniques and rationale behind The Philosophy Foundation’s dialectical method.

Tower Room.     “Using Philosophical Inquiry Across the Curriculum to Support Students’ 
     Conceptual Understanding in Different Content Areas.” 

Paul Bodin will be joined by Catherine Kotlarek-James, 5th grade teacher at Adams Elementary and Peggy Korotko, 
language arts and social studies teacher at Monroe Middle School, to explore ways to enrich existing curriculum in 
reading, writing, social studies, science and other thematic areas through philosophical questioning.

Catered Lunch and Panel Discussion in the Main Auditorium - 12:30-2:00 p.m.

Lunch 12:30-1:15
Panel   1:15-2:00
Opening question:     “How does a philosophical inquiry approach affect the ways that teachers 

            teach and children learn?”

Panel:  Peter Worley, the Philosophy Foundation, London
Sara Goering, Center for Philosophy for Children, University of Washington
Paul Bodin, Dana Rognlie, Kimberley Parzuchowski and Caroline Lundquist from the 

University of Oregon Philosophy Department
Two teachers and an elementary school principal who have participated with their 

students in philosophical discussions
Two undergraduate students from Philosophy 399, Teaching Children Philosophy.  



Concurrent Sessions III - 2:15-3:45 p.m.   “Issues and Controversies”

For this final round of concurrent sessions, the presenters will represent local educators and event 
organizers and be joined by the three guest presenters.

Parr Room.    “Supporting Multiculturalism and Inclusion in a Classroom Setting.” 
    Co-led by Sara Goering and participants in philosophy-for-children outreach.

In this session, participants will explore how philosophy-for-children methods can aid efforts to create inclusive 
classrooms, and will think collaboratively about how to make philosophical inquiry curriculum materials more 
inclusive and multicultural.

Auditorium.     “Issues and Controversies Within Philosophy for Children”
    Peter Worley will facilitate a discussion with participants around topics such as:

• What are the the unique challenges presented in doing philosophical inquiry with teenagers?
• Are there no right or wrong answers in philosophy?
• Should the children vote on the questions?
• Should philosophy be done differently with different age groups?

Tower Room.    “Should philosophical discussions be an end in themselves?  Or can they be 
   catalysts for student-initiated projects as agents for social change in the 

      school and surrounding community?”
   Co-led by Paul Bodin and participants in philosophy-for-children outreach.

Wrap-up session in the main auditorium - 4:00-5:00 p.m.   “Where Do We Go From Here?
 
Starter questions for this final wrap-up session:

• How can we expand the current program to include more schools, more grade levels, and the two other 
metropolitan districts, Springfield and Bethel?

• Should teachers who have experienced philosophical discussions in their classrooms be given opportunities 
to become mentors to other teachers?  How might this happen?

• What might a toolkit of philosophical inquiry look like as a resource for teachers at different grade levels 
and curricular areas?

• What role can the University of Oregon and Lane Community College take in supporting an expanded 
philosophical outreach to schools in coming years?

• How can we do better to involve children from underrepresented communities?
• Should philosophical inquiry be part of Oregon teacher education programs?


