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03.17.16 

To:  Kerry Delf, 4J Associate Director for Communications & Allan Chinn, Howard Elementary School Principal  
From:   Craig Runyon, Marketing Coordinator, PIVOT Architecture 
Subject:  Howard Grand Opening 
 

To celebrate the triumph of the first new 4J school in more than a decade, here are some ideas for how to commemorate 
the opening of Howard Elementary with some targeted events. PIVOT Architecture is extremely proud of the school and 
would like give back to the River Road community by being involved in organizing some events. 

This event might have the best chance for a good turnout on a Saturday or Sunday late morning/early afternoon in April. 
Let’s look at calendars and see what works. 

Possible Date: Saturday April 23; Sunday April 24; Saturday May 14; Sunday May 15  

Synopsis: In order to make the opening more of an event rather than a just a guided tour, we plan on organizing an event 
within the school to make the grand opening interactive and educational. One way this could happen would be to involve 
consultants from design team to explain their responsibilities of the project and set up educational stations in the 
gym/cafeteria to engage students and adults with educational modules. PIVOT will work with the design team to coordinate 
and flesh out ideas for each station which should have several people at each table: 

• Together, PIVOT and DOWA/IBI Group (architects) would talk about the design of the building. DOWA could talk about 
the ways the design of the classrooms and instructional spaces enhances learning. PIVOT staff can greet groups and act 
as docents moving groups through the stations. It would be great if we could have a group of Howard kids do this with 
us, taking parents and groups around the school to talk about it. Let the kids lead the conversation! 

• Cameron McCarthy (landscape) could have a station in the courtyard garden around outdoor classroom spaces. CM 
staff could team up with some of the Howard teachers to demonstrate creative ways to use the outdoor classroom. 

• Todd Construction could talk about building the school and have hands-on displays with tools etc.   
• Kitchen: A demonstration of the new fully-functioning kitchen, perhaps with some hot cookies or muffins to pull out of 

the oven. This could be a 4J and Halliday combined effort. There is a sizeable group of 4J parents that would appreciate 
the fact that the District is constructing the new schools with these great kitchens. 

• Civil engineers BHEGroup could set up a station to talk about storm water – How do we clean it? Where does it go? 
How is it reused? 

• Acoustics/Sound system. We could have a station in the gym/cafeteria running the sound system through its paces, 
and letting kids sing, recite, etc. on the microphone.  

• Perhaps we could find a location where some structure is exposed, along with some diagrams of the structural system. 
Hohbach-Lewin could have a big Jenga game to start off the conversation – What keeps our school from falling down 
like the Jenga blocks? 

• Mechanical, Electrical. PAE can talk about the building systems with the plumbing consultants creating some diagrams 
showing the rainwater collection system. Electrical folks can make a couple of boards showing the PV system and talk 
about how electricity works in the building. If they can get a web feed of the PV array that would be great. 

This event would also be a kickoff for a book drive fundraiser which PIVOT plans to coordinate and deliver at the back to 
school event in late August. PIVOT will connect with 4J admin staff and the Howard principal to determine the best way to 
direct the community support. PIVOT will begin coordinating with the design team and will schedule a meeting with Allan to 
figure out what the schools needs are and how the staff and students can be involved.  

If there are any concerns or questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Craig Runyon. 


