May 3, 2009
Dear Principal or Counselor:

We’re asking for your help in recognizing four outstanding upper elementary and middle school youth in our community. The Rotary Club of Eugene wants to find and give recognition to extraordinary young people whose efforts might otherwise go unacknowledged. 
Along with $50 and a certificate of recognition from our Club, each of the student’s schools will be awarded $200 in the student’s honor. We ask that the student be allowed to nominate the school project or need for final approval by the Principal.
The youth we’re looking for are the ones who may show extraordinary care for others, who demonstrate uncommon initiative and drive, who put service to others above themselves, who have overcome a significant personal challenge, or whose leadership qualities result in something new being done or organized. In other words, we want to find those kids who do or achieve something special outside of athletics, academics, or other endeavors that routinely enjoy the limelight. Some examples might be kids who have:
· Raised money to help out someone in need.

· Organized a new club or their classmates to serve a need at school or the community

· Responded to someone else's desperation, handicap, or need in a way that showed exceptional compassion and maturity for a youth of this particular age. 

· Achieved something special in the performing or creative arts;

· Shown unique talents in youth organizations like Campfire, Boy Scouts, or Girl Scouts.

· Has been involved in a leadership or creative role in a social service agency.

· Started a business at a young age.

· Dealt with a disability, health issue, language barrier, etc. in a remarkable way.

· Did extra or unique things to help out their family during a difficult time.

If you’re aware of a young person who deserves recognition, please complete the following application or contact Mike Ritchey, our committee chair, by email ( mike@fps-invest.com  ) or phone (485-0276).  Also, you may direct your suggestions or questions through Les Moore at moore@4j.lane.edu .   The application deadline is Friday, May 15, 2009.

Young people who are chosen for this recognition will be invited to attend one of our service club’s weekly meetings where we will award them $50, and provide a $200 gift to their school. They may be asked to speak briefly at the meeting and, as appropriate, we may invite the media to attend. We would also love to come to the youth’s school or to the group in which they are involved to recognize them in that setting as well.

We know you share the same confidence we have in our young people and hope that you’ll join us in finding and recognizing some of the good news about what our youth are doing.

Sincerely,

Mike Ritchey

Eugene Rotary Club

485-0276 or mike@fps-invest.com

2009 Rotary Outstanding Youth Recognition Award Application

1. Your name, school and contact info:_____________________________________________

2. Name of the student you are recommending:_______________________________________

3. Age or grade level: _________

4. In 100 words or less describe their action or achievement and their motivation. (More space may be used on the back of this sheet): 
_________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Did he or she act alone or have help from others in doing what he or she did?  If so, how?


________________________________________________________________________

· What is your association with this young person?
_________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Are there adult mentors, teachers, friends, or family who can provide additional information regarding your candidate?  Please provide names and contact information:
_____________


________________________________________________________________________

· In one sentence, why is this youth so remarkable or unique?
_________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Has he or she already been recognized in our community for their action or achievement?  If so, how?
__________________________________________________________________

Please return form by May 15th to: Mike Ritchey, Fax 485-1678 or mike@fps-invest.com or

383 W. Broadway, Eugene, OR 97401

