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A 2006 study found that monkeys yawn in response to 
seeing other monkeys yawn. Could it be then that 
yawning is similarly contagious in humans, monkeys' 
fellow primates?

MythBusters Kari Byron, Tory Belleci and Scottie Chapman 
corralled unwitting volunteers to find out whether people 
unconsciously pick up this jaw-dropping behavior from 
each other. To that end, the MythBuster team converted a 
large van into a psychological chamber designed to relax 
participants and prompt them to unknowingly catch a yawn 
from Kari.
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The results:
• 25%, 4 out of 16, who were not exposed to a 

yawn, yawned while waiting. (non-yawn group)
• 29%, 10 out of 34, who were exposed to a yawn, 

yawned. (yawn group).

Jamie Hyneman, one of the hosts, concluded that 
because of their large sample size (n=50), the 
difference of 4% was meaningful. They didn’t run a 
statistical test but the decision was based on his 
intuition about the statistical power that the sample 
size gave them. Today we will test this out a bit 
more rigorously.
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Randomization Distribution of 
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A random assignment of the 50 subjects 
into two groups and a difference of 
proportions calculated from that 
random assignment.
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