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DESCRIBE how to select a sample using: 
• stratified random sampling and
• cluster sampling

DISTINGUISH stratified random sampling 
from cluster sampling, and GIVE an advantage 
of each method.

One of the most common alternatives to simple 
random sampling is called 

stratified random sampling.
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Strata are groups of individuals in a 
population who share characteristics thought 
to be associated with the variables being 
measured in a study. 

Stratified random sampling selects a sample 
by choosing an SRS from each stratum and 
combining the SRSs into one overall sample.
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Stratified random sampling works best when the 
individuals within each stratum are similar with 
respect to what is being measured and when there 
are large differences between strata.
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Cluster sampling works best when the 
clusters look just like the population but on a 
smaller scale.

Cluster sampling is often used for practical reasons, like 
saving time and money. 
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