
Tootsie Roll CEO dies, still working at 
95 
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This article is about Melvin Gordon. He led Tootsie Roll Industries for more 
than five decades and he has died at age 95 after a brief illness. This 
company had produced 64 million Tootsie Rolls a day and other favorites 
including Junior Mints, Charleston Chews and Tootsie Pops. Tootsie Rolls 
were invented in 1896 by New York City. The Candy maker Leo Hirshfield  
named them for his 5-year-old daughter, Clara, who he called “little 
Tootsie”.  I thought the author did a good job writing this article very 
clearly. Besides being a clear story, this article is very interesting!	
  


