
AP Language Rhetorical Situation Notes 

Definition 

The part of the rhetorical 
situation that inspires, 
stimulates, provokes, or prompts 
writers to create a text. 

Facts and/or Characteristics 

Exigence is often an “event” that 
happens in a particular context.  

Examples 

Rosa Parks’ arrest was the 
exigence of the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott in the greater context of 
the C.R.M.  

Non-examples 

context (more broad) 

Concept: 

Exigence 


