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Handout I

Tips for Constructing a Thesis Statement

A thesis statement should not contain two conflicting ideas. If two ideas are in conflict, it is
impossible to suppotr them both.

A thesis staternent should never be so broad that it's difñcult to discuss all of the relevant

information.

A thesis statement is an assertion that requires evidence and support, not a universally
agreed-upon fact or an observation.

A universally asreed-upon fact or an observation; People use many lawn chemicals.

Thesis: People are poisoning the environment with chemicals merely to keep their lawns

green.

. A thesis takes a stand rather than announcing a subject.

Announcement: The thesis of this paper is the difficulty of solving our environmental
problems.

Thesis: Solving our environmental problems is more difficult than many environmentalists

believe.

A thesis is the main idea, not the title. It must be a complete sentence that exptesses in some

detail what claim you plan to support.

Title: Social Security and Old Age

Thesis: Continuing changes in the Social Security System make it almost impossible to plan

intelligently for retirement.

A thesis statement is narrow, rather than broad. If the thesis statement is sufficiently narrow,
it can be fully supported.

Broad: The American steel industry has many problems.

Narrow: The primary problem of the American steel industry is the lack of funds to renovate

outdated plants and equipment.
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Handout II

Identify the Problems in these Thesis Statements:

1. The World's Fair in New Orleans was a disaster because of the way the press criticized the

way it was run, but it was exciting for little childrsn and had many good food booths.

Z. TV commercials are obnoxious to the person who is intent on watching a good show; on the

other hand, they provide entertainment in the antics of the performers and they provide a good

opportunity to take a snack break.

3. Since politicians are constantly bomba¡ding eâch other, how do they expect anyone to know

who is right and who is wrong?

4. Unless people are conscious of pollution, the world will be destoyed by the year 2050'

5. Rap is both a creative and original form of music; it also has its roots in American jazz.

How could you turn each of the above sentenoes Ínto an acceptable thesis stâtement?
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