IB Global Literature: Personal Essay Assignment (Schabtach’s Classes)
For this assignment, you will write a concise, creative, self-revelatory essay. This essay may serve as the personal essay that most college admissions and scholarship applications require. You may choose one of the Common Application or University of Oregon prompts below, or, if you are already reviewing college applications and have found one that requires you to answer a specific prompt, you may answer that instead. (Type the prompt under the header on the first page of your essay.) If you don’t need to write an essay for applications or scholarships, please use this as an opportunity to develop your personal writing style and to write a piece that reveals something about you.

Length: 250–500 words—not one word more! Exception (there’s always an exception, right?): If you are applying to a school that allows a higher word count, you may use that word limit instead—but you need to include word limit info when you type the prompt at the top of your final draft. 

Format: Include your name, teacher’s name, date, and word count in the upper left-hand corner. Then type the prompt (the question to which you are responding). Give your essay an original title. Word process, use 12 point Times or similar font, and DOUBLE-SPACE. 

Due Dates:

	Assignment
	Due Date
	Points

	Typed Draft #1—due electronically to Turnitin.com
	Start of class Mon., Sept. 12 (for in-class work on COWs)
	10 (met/not met)

	Final Draft—due electronically to Turnitin.com as revision assignment
	Friday, Sept. 23, 10:00 p.m.
	30


Scoring: I will score the final draft of your essay according to a standard 6-trait writing rubric:

· Ideas and Content (5 points): Does the essay express something interesting & unique about the author? Is the topic appropriate to the task? Is the subject focused narrowly enough to be addressed well within the word limit while still expressing something of significance?
· Organization (5 points): Does the essay have a logical, organic structure? Does it move smoothly and logically from beginning to middle to end? Are paragraphs logically and artfully constructed? Are paragraph transitions appropriate for the chosen structure? Are sequencing and pacing engaging and easy to follow? Does the essay begin with an opening that makes the reader want to continue reading? Does the essay end with a satisfying conclusion and sense of closure?
· Voice (5 points): Does the prose style of the essay express the author’s individual personality? Does it communicate the author’s passion and vitality?
· Word choice (5 points): Is word choice interesting/lively/engaging and appropriate to the essay’s style—not too formal or too full of sesquipedalian words gleaned from the thesaurus, but also not too simple?
· Sentence Fluency (5 points): Does the essay contain an appropriate variety of sentence structures? Does it show mastery of various structures and engage the reader through a balance of structures, sentence beginnings, etc.? Are sentences arranged engagingly with clear links and transitions between sentences?
· Conventions (5 points): Is the essay carefully proofread/edited to adhere to standard contemporary American English conventions of spelling, punctuation, grammar, and formatting—or, if it breaks from these conventions, does it do so purposefully and with a clear and successful effect?
Some possible prompts…see note on previous page about choosing a prompt!

The Common App is a shared application structure used by many colleges and universities (but not the University of Oregon). Here’s what the Common App site says about the essay:  “Commonly referred to as a ‘personal essay’ or ‘personal statement,’ the essay within the Common Application gives students the chance to tell their story using one of the writing prompts offered. This is your chance to demonstrate your writing skills and provide colleges with more context about your life experiences. The Common App essay has a 650 word limit.”
Topics for the Common App essay:

· Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.

· The lessons we take from failure can be fundamental to later success. Recount an incident or time when you experienced failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?

· Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted you to act? Would you make the same decision again?

· Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma-anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution.
· Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, that marked your transition from childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family.

 U of O Application Essay (required for all U of O applications)
The UO is interested in learning more about you. Write an essay of 500 words or less that shares information that we cannot find elsewhere on your application. Any topic you choose is welcome. Some ideas you might consider include your future ambitions and goals, a special talent, extracurricular activity, or unusual interest that sets you apart from your peers, or a significant experience that influenced your life. If you are applying to the UO's Robert D. Clark Honors College, feel free to resubmit your honors college application essay.

 U of O Second Essay (optional)

As you’ve looked into what it will be like to attend Oregon, you’ve hopefully learned about what makes Ducks Ducks. No two are alike, though, so tell us what makes you you, and how that connects to our campus community. We are interested in your thoughts and experiences recognizing difference and supporting equity and inclusion, and choosing one of these two options will guide you in sharing those thoughts. You can learn more about equity and inclusion at Oregon by visiting the Equity and Inclusion website. Maximum statement length is 500 words. This statement is not required.

The U of O Clark Honors College admission essay: 

Clark Honors College admission essay. The formal essay is an important component of your application to the Clark Honors College. The admissions review committee is looking for a coherent, energetic essay supported by specific evidence. Note that all CHC applicants must also complete the UO’s general application essay requirement; applicants may submit their CHC admission essay to meet that requirement. However, the UO general essay topic cannot be used to fulfill the CHC admission essay. The CHC essay should represent your very best effort and ability to synthesize your selected prompt into an analytical response where your critical thinking and writing skills are in full display. Take time to present your response in a clear well-organized manner. Proofreading your essay response is a reflection of your writing acumen - spelling and grammar matter. Refrain from using colloquialisms, slang, and abbreviations. 

Reflect on one of the three topics listed below (500 words maximum). 

1. F. Scott Fitzgerald said that “the test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two opposed ideas in the mind at the same time, and still retain the ability to function.” Explore a situation or experience in which you had to think about two ideas in contradiction to each other. How did you think through the conflict? Were you able to resolve the tension between ideas? 

2. Define what you mean by community (neighborhood, family or extended family, religious affiliation, etc.) and explain both why and how you have contributed to a community. 

3. Describe the scientific concept (e.g. plate tectonics, quantum mechanics) most important to your world view and explain why it is so critical to your outlook.

